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September 26, 2012 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

October 10 

Noon Dismissal 

 

September 29 

Homecoming 

Dance 7-10 PM 

A Weekly Quiz of Annual Fund Trivia 

Brought to you by the AF Team: Jeff Govoni, Annual Fund Chair, and Mary Hamilton 
Homer, Development Director. Answers upside down and backwards on last page. 
 

Pregunta Numero Uno: Why?  Why?  Why do we have an Annual Fund campaign??? 
A. Because it’s twice as fun as a Bi-Annual Fund campaign! 
B. Because it’s TRADITION (sung like Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof) 
C. It’s a great excuse to connect with the VCS community 
D. Because tuition does not fully cover the cost of a VCS education 
 

问 数基数 (Bing translator says this means Question Number Two): What doesn’t the 

Annual Fund  fund? 
A. Encounter weeks and R&S 
B. Jeff Govoni’s substantial hair stylist bills 
C. The World Languages Program (and Bing  translator) 
D. The performing arts at VCS 
E. Financial Aid 
 

III. How close did the Annual Fund drive come to hitting the goal last year? 
A. About 6% below goal 
B. About 6% above goal 
C. Right on goal 
D. I don’t trust Jeff’s fuzzy math so I won’t answer. 
 

Stayed tuned for next week’s mind-bending questions of Annual Fund lore! 

October 1-5 

Fall Encounter 

Week 

September 28 

Homecoming 

Bonfire 6-8 PM 

Homecoming Bonfire —Friday, September 28th 6-8 PM  
Come one, come all to the 4th Annual fall bonfire.  Warm chili and hot chocolate (to      
benefit the Bahamas Dive trip), crisp air, autumn sunset, and good friends all await you.  
Bring your parents and siblings and rally the pep for Vermont Commons Sports teams. 
 

A huge thanks to Jan and Calista Hollyer, parents of Ian (VCS ’09) and Elsa (VCS ’12), 
who are providing the location.  Their home is located at 959 Barstow Rd, at the                
intersection with Dorset St. in Shelburne.  
 

We hope to see you at the Edge at 9:30 am on Saturday when the volleyball team will face 
the longtime frenemies the Enosburg Falls Hornets! 

October 5 

PACS Welcome 

Back from E-Week 

Lunch 12-1 PM 
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ENCOUNTER WEEK FEAST 
Encounter Week ends on Friday, Oct. 5.  We will welcome back our students and faculty 
with a lunch at school at noon.  VCS will provide pizza, and we, the parents, provide 
drinks, desserts, fruit and salad. 
 
We are asking for contributions of food by class.  Your class parents are waiting patiently 
by their computers hoping you will contact them soon.  You will need to have your food 
arrive at school in the kitchen by 11 AM ON FRIDAY.  If you have any questions, please 
let us know. ALSO - we need a few volunteers to help set up for lunch and to clean up  
after.  Small time commitment - big appreciation.  Please let your class parent know if you 
can help. 
 
7th grade: Drinks - 2-3 bottle contribution. LaTrisha Gibbs: llgmail@yahoo.com 
8th grade: Desserts - to feed 10 people. Natalie Harder: nbharder@gmail.com 
9th grade: Desserts - to feed 10 people. Rose Webb: rswebb@gmavt.net 
10th grade: Fruit or Salad - to feed 10 people. Laury Shea: boblaury@aol.com 
11th grade: Fruit or Salad - to feed 10 people. Colleen Leffler: colleen.leffler@gmail.com 
12th grade: Drinks - 2-3 bottle contribution. Suzanne Mantegna: sdmantegna@comcast.net 
 
SPIRIT WEAR 
We are in the process of finding a new vendor to get some VCS t-shirts and sweatshirts, 
etc.  We will keep you posted.  If you have any suggestions for the kind of VCS gear you 
would like to have, please send us an email. 
 
PACS $ 
As you may have noticed, PACS does some fundraising.  It isn't our primary function, but it 
is something we do to help out the school. For example, the upcoming 9th-grade biking 
Encounter Week seemed to be a bit short of some safety triangles, and PACS paid for the 
equipment. Thanks to Suzanne Mantegna for taking this on!  If you have any suggestions 
as to what good deeds we might take on, please speak up. It is your money! 
 
CLASS POTLUCKS 
Wed. night, Sept. 26, is our inaugural Class Potluck.  The 7th-grade parents will be getting 
together for dinner and community building. Next up: 8th-grade Oct. 24 - save the date!  
 
Thank you for your help! 
-Dinah Larsen and Lisa Lillibridge, PACS Co-Chairs 
dlars99@gmail.com AND llillibridge@burlingtontelecom.net  

 PACS News –by Dinah Larsen and Lisa Lillibridge 

DJ’d by our very own Ivan Voinov, with a light show to boot! This event, which will be hosted in our own 
Commons Room, promises to be a hip hopping good time. The cost is $5 at the 
door and pizza and drinks will be for sale to benefit the Trips Program. 
 

A few facts that all should know ahead of time: 
 All school rules apply to all school sponsored events, including dances. 
 A no re-entry policy will be in effect. 
 A minimum of 2 faculty will be present at all times. 
 Guests from outside the Vermont Commons Community are permitted, at one guest per VCS student.  

Sponsors of guests are held responsible for guests behavior.  Additionally, guests will be required to 
provide contact information for their parents to the dance chaperones upon arrival.  Vermont Commons 
students should not sponsor guests whom they do not know and trust. 

Homecoming Dance—Saturday, September 29th 7-10 PM 
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Hello Parents and Students,  
 
We’re excited for teachers to begin offering Contract Honors in select classes, grades 10-
12. Students who are accepted into these classes will receive an honors  designation on 
their transcript. The transfer will happen after a quarter of the class has elapsed. The Con-
tract Honors program offers a way for us to enrich an already rigorous curriculum with op-
portunities for a deeper exploration of topics.  Contract Honors work may include adding 
opportunities for further analysis, supplementary texts, research projects, and/or presenta-

tions designed to add contextual information for the class.    
 
The faculty has wrestled with how to describe the amount of extra work  that this program this may mean for 
students.   They have reached consensus and now describe a Contract Honors course as a course and a 
half. By comparison, an AP class demands the same level of commitment and workload.  Of course, there 
are many variables in trying to come up with such estimations including prior knowledge, ability, and life    
balance.  
 
Students are discouraged from taking more than two Contract Honors classes, but Department Chairs are 
willing to consider a request from a student to take more than two courses.  Students should contact Cara 
Simone to make such a request.  
 
Vermont Commons School is in the process of updating its College Profile to reflect the new Contract      
Honors program and its guidelines.  Please see Sarah Soule for an updated copy in a few weeks.  
Please feel free to send along your feedback and comments.  This is a new program, and your feedback 
and understanding will help make it a success! 

 Contract Honors Information –by Cara Simone  

Common Hour with Ken Wooden –by Sarah Soule 

VCS welcomed Emmy award winning journalist Ken Wooden to our school on      
Wednesday, September 19th for Common Hour.  Ken is the grandfather of Sophia Webb 
'16.  He spoke to our students about his career path and presented the school with three 
beautiful drawings of Robert Frost, John F. Kennedy and Harry Truman which will soon 
grace our walls.  He also answered questions about his storied career.  At the conclusion 
of his talk, the students gave him a standing ovation!  

 

Lost and Found Notice –by Chance Cardamone-Knewstub 

Like most young people, our students are wont to misplace their belongings 
(i.e. textbooks, jackets, shoes, etc.).  Many of these items end up in our Lost 
and Found bins - 2 gray storage bins against the wall by the ping-pong table 
in the lunch room. The items most frequently found laying around seem to 
be Tupperware containers, lunch boxes, and water bottles.  We know that 
some of these items such as sealable, glass food containers, are not cheap. 
Many of these items end up in our dishwasher and then in our kitchen      

cupboards. Usually we do a big cleaning twice a year - one before Christmas break and one at the end of 
the year, where all unclaimed items from the lost and found and the kitchen are donated to Goodwill. 
 
I encourage all students and parents to periodically dig through the lost and found bins, and poke around in 
the kitchen.  You never know what you may find.  And of course, put names on everything!  
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Ganga Ram Sharma comes to VCS from India, and Biratnager, Nepal. He Has 
been a teacher of Social Studies and is currently working as an interpreter in the 
Vermont Refugee Resettlement Program.  He lives in Burlington with his family. 
 
Bernard Lokossou joins us from Burlington where he lives with his wife and     
children.  Originally from Mesoto, Lome, Togo in West Africa, Bernard was a   
mechanic and welder.  He currently has a certificate in Personal Care and is   
enrolled in the English for Speakers of Other Languages Program in Colchester.  

 Meet the Bus Drivers! –by Peter Gilmore  

This Week in Photos 

1. D 

2. B 

3. A 

Quiz Answers Pg. 1 


