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{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ моΣ нлмн 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

October 5 

PACS Welcome 

Back from E-Week 

Lunch 12-1 PM 

September 27 

Homecoming 

Bonfire 6-8 PM 

Parentôs Night Recap! 

It was wonderful to see so many parents Wednesday nightðboth new and         
returning! If you were not able to make the event, here are a few points to take 
away from the evening: 
¶ New Bus ServiceðWe are excited to launch this new service that runs morning 
and afternoon between the school and North into the islands.  

¶ PE ScheduleðWe have a new approach to PE this year. PE will be held at the 
end of the day so that VCS sports teams may leave the grounds at this time for 
practice. PE will also be a year long class. 

¶ New Gym SpaceðEquipment was generously donated by current VCS parent 
Carol Blattspieler. This will come in handy for PE time and sports teams. 

¶ Calculus venture with UVM taught by VCS Math instructor Jasmine Walker and 
UVM Professor Joan Rosebush. Click here to read more. 

¶ Annual Fund goalðInterim Development Director, Mary Hamilton-Homer and 
new Development Chair, Jeff Govoni have set their sights at $150,000 for this 
yearôs Annual Fund goal. 

¶ Chinese Exchange ProgramðWe are working with Homeland Security to be 
approved to host international students at VCS. Please let us know if you are 
interested in being a host families in the future through SPIRAL International. 

¶ PACSðThe Parent Association of the Commons School, headed by Dinah 
Larsen and Lisa Lillibridge, have begun an initiative to get parents involved with 
their childôs fellow class parents with potluck dinners. The first of such dinners 
will happen on September 26th from 6-8 PM for the 7th grade parents at Peter 
Gilmoreôs house. More information to come via e-vite. 

¶ School CalendarsðPlease check the Community Calendar for these events 
and the VCS Athletic Calendar for practice and game times. Both are located 
on our website. 

September 29 

Homecoming 

Dance 7-10 PM 

September 26 

7th grade Parent 

Potluck 6-8 PM  

Meet the Board of Trustees ïby Rebecca Lindy Coll 
The VCS Board currently has twelve Trustees. Each member serves in three-year terms, 
except the Head of School who is a permanent ex officio Board member.  Each         
Trustee chairs or sits on at least one of the six Standing Committees and/or the            
numerous Ad Hoc and Sub Committees. Trustees spend anywhere from five to fifteen or 
more hours a week advancing the mission and the vision of the school through focus on 
the integrity of the organization, financial and policy issues, due diligence, and the growth 
of the school. This year, in an effort to be more accessible, Trustees will wear pins       
identifying themselves as a trustee at school events.  Please feel free to introduce       
yourselves! 

October 1-5 

Fall Encounter 

Week 

http://vermontcommons.org/2012/04/math-our-way-by-peter-gilmore-head-of-school/


2 

 

 

  

 

Rebecca Coll: Parent of Adam '12 
Rebecca joined the Board in 2009 and began serving as Chair in June of 2011. 
¶ Board of Trustees, Chair 
¶ Executive Committee, Chair 
¶ Ex Officio member of all Standing Board Committees  

 
Lisa Fargo: Parent of Griffenó08 
Lisa joined the Board in 2008 and serving her second term. 
¶ Committee on Trustees, Chair 

 
Peter Goff: Faculty Trustee 
Pete has been on the Board since 2007 and is serving the final year in his second term as a     
fully-voting Board Member. He holds the longest institutional memory and is a vital 
link between the Board and the faculty. 
¶ Commons Campus Committee 

¶ Committee on Trustees 

 
Mary Hamilton Homer: Parent of Jack ô08, Will ô10, Maggie ô14 
Mary joined the Board in 2008 and served as the Chair from 2008 to 2011. This year Mary is not 
only serving as a Board member, but as the interim Development Director as well. 
¶ Development Committee 

 
Craig Heindel: Parent of Ruth ó06 (and former faculty member) and Naomi ó03 
Craig joined the Board in 2007 and is serving the final year of his second term. 
¶ Executive Committee 

¶ VCS Corporate Officer, Secretary 

¶ Building & Grounds Committee 

¶ Commons Campus Committee  

 
Bob Hill: Parent of Nora ô15 and Mason ó17 
Bob joined the Board this past spring and is serving his first term. 
¶ Strategic Oversight Committee, Chair 

¶ Finance Committee 

 
Brian Leffler: Mitchell ô14 and Anna ó16 
Bob joined the Board this past spring and is serving his first term. 
¶ Finance Committee, Chair 

¶ Executive Committee, non-officer member 

¶ Commons Campus Committee 

 
Debra Lord: Parent of Dyson 
Debra joined the Board in 2010.  She is serving the final year of her first term. 
¶ Executive Committee 

¶ VCS Corporate Officer, Treasurer 

¶ Strategic Finance, Chair  

¶ Strategic Oversight Committee 

 
Tina Mueller: Parent of Katie ô10 and Sarah ó12 
¶ Tina joined the Board this past spring and is serving her first term. 

¶ Committee on Trustees 

¶ Board Portal Task Force, Chair 

 
Kyler Robinson Graduated VCS in ó06 
Kyler joined the Board in June 2011 and is our first Alum Trustee. 
¶ Finance Committee 

¶ Alumni Rep for Annual Fund 
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Mike Russell: Parent of Frances ô08 and Ruby ó09 
Mike joined the Board in 2007.  He is serving the final year of his second term. 
¶ Finance Committee 

¶ Commons Campus Committee 

 
Derrick Senior: Parent of Ryan ô17  
Derrick joined the Board this past spring and is serving his first term. 
¶ Strategic Plan Oversight Committee 

¶ Community Engagement Action Committee, Board Rep 

 
George Starbuck: Friend of the School 
George is our former landlord and a close friend of the school.  He joined the Board in January 
of 2011. 
¶ Commons Campus Committee, Chair 

¶ Strategic Plan Oversight Committee 

System Dynamics ïby Peter Goff 

The list above is by no means comprehensive, but it gives an idea of the many committees on which our 
Board Members serve.  The Board is a passionate and dedicated group who believe deeply in the mission, 
vision and future of Vermont Commons School.  If you are interested in learning more about the               
leadership committees of the school please contact Lisa Fargo fargovt@gmail.com. Stayed tuned for more 
news from the Board as the year progresses. Any questions or comments, please contact Rebecca               
at rlindycoll@gmail.com. 

During June and July, four VCS students (sophomores Nora Hill and Adrian Kelly, 
Junior Aidan Vilani-Holland, and new Freshman Lincoln Pierce) took part in a    
University of Vermont Environmental Engineering course (CE-195) taught by Dr. 
Donna Rizzo (my lovely wife) and me. They enrolled in the class to receive college 
credit as part of UVMôs Gifted & Talented High School program. They were joined 
by veteran-modeler Shana Wolfstein (VCSô11) who was our class Teaching        
Assistant, and several undergraduate and graduate students from UVM. The 
course used the StellaÊ modeling software to examine disease systems in general 
and the Chagas disease in particular. Our hope is to expand this work to a           
research project in genetics labs at UVM and on-site field work in Guatemala in   
the future. 

Shelburne Museum Goes to the Dogs ïby Mia Jager ó13 

The Humane society is actively seeking volunteers to come and have fun with us 
and to lend a hand at Shelburne Museum Goes to the Dogs. This annual event is 
the Biggest dog festival in Vermont! It will include dog exhibitions, games &        
activities, with live music, food, a "Pawlympics" (Olympic themed) doggie costume 
parade, and about 100 vendors. They need help from 9 am - 5 pm (set up is 9     
am - 10 am). Volunteers will answer questions about the shelter, accept donations, 
monitor the doggy treasure hunt, distribute prizes to people, hold on to dogs, and 
have an all-around good time. Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children!      
 
When: Sunday, September 16th from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Where: At Shelburne Museum:  6000 Shelburne Rd, in Shelburne.  
 
Here's the link if you are interested! 
 

mailto:fargovt@gmail.com
mailto:rlindycoll@gmail.com
http://pfwvt.com/files/SMGTDInfoForWebsite.pdf
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On Saturday, September 8th, the mighty VCS Cross-Country Team (now 14 
members strong!) competed in its first meet of the season, the Essex              
Invitational.  There were no middle school races at this event, but 7th graders   
Oliver Bijur and Kyla Muzzy, along with coaches Christie Beveridge and Bradley 
Materick, participated in the open Citizens Run.  For both Oliver and Kyla, this 
was their first 5K race, and Oliver placed 16th in a field of 40 runners (5th out of 
10 runners in his age group).  Christie finished 1st place in her age group!  Next 
up were the girls and boys Junior Varsity races.  Sophia Webb and Camille 
Bartsch represented for the girls, with Sophia finishing an impressive 30th place 
in a field of 181 runners!  Mitchell Leffler, Nathan Gamble and Lincoln Pierce ran 
for the boys, and despite a brief jellybean incident, all finished the race strong!  
We invite all members of the VCS community, and especially family members of 
our fine runners, to join us at future meets to help cheer on our team. Weôll even 
lend you a green Flying Turtles cowbell to ring!   

Our next event is the Burlington Invitational on Saturday, September 15, starting 
at North Beach with a 9:00 AM Citizens Run. Click here for more information 
about this Saturdayôs race!  

 Flying Turtles Descend on the Essex Invitational 

  ïby Bradley Materick  

Senior Leadership ïby Mark Cline Lucey 

To launch the school year, the Senior class joined Peter Goff and me at the 
VCS Yurt (the ñYurtleò) in Huntington, VT for two days of re-bonding,               
pre-flecting on the coming year, and leadership training.  This is the 5th year of 
VCS' Senior Leadership Program and every year starts with a Senior              
Leadership Retreat several days before school starts.  For the first time we 
were able to hold the retreat at the yurt, a tradition we look forward to            
continuing! 

The eleven Seniors, many of whom have been at VCS since their 7th or 8th 
grade year, are excited to step into their role as school leaders this year and to 
carry on our successful Senior Leadership Program. The first meeting of the 
Senior Leadership groups happened on September 12th during Common Hour. 
More information to come in next weekôs Turtle Tracks! 

http://bsdweb.bsdvt.org/~pdvorak/webxcrun/meets/burlingtoninvitational/12bnfoletterbinv.pdf%20C:/Users/ebreslend/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources

