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November 6th-8th
Brown University
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Halloween
 Last Friday, VCS celebrated Halloween in classic style -- by 
testing out costumes before the big night. The VCS Literati also chose 
the annual winners of the Halloween Writing Contest. Congratula-
tions to Alex ‘17 and Rosalea ‘19! Their winning submissions can be 
found at the top of the next page.



Halloween Writing Contest Winners
Alex Lasker, VCS ‘17
 He could have sworn he locked the door, unfortunately he didn’t. The door 
was ajar and at that moment he knew someone was in his house.  He stopped and 
thought, he then realized his wife and daughter were inside, so he rushed in. In-
stinctively he knew there was something wrong.  All lights were off, no one calling 
for help, silence was the only thing he heard.  Room to room, he traveled, search-
ing for his family.  But to no avail.  Finally, he came to the basement.  The door was 
opened and he could hear the breathing of a man.  He went for the door, creeping to 
it, knowing there was evil beyond.  Finally he swung it open. What he saw was hor-
rifying. What’s worse was that it wasn’t over.  He was grabbed from behind; fighting 
with everything he had, he broke free.

Rosalea Hearthstone, VCS ‘19
 He could have sworn he locked the door but as the footsteps grew closer and 
closer, he was less and less sure.  He couldn’t see the handle from where they were 
hiding, but he couldn’t leave his little sister by herself, especially with that thing 
right outside.  She was only five, for goodness sake!  Molly whimpered and clutched 
her ferret stuffie  tighter.  The doorknob rattled violently.  Then the door began to 
creak and groan and the sounds of splintering wood filled the room, drowning out 
the sounds of the little sister’s sobs.  Luke knew that they couldn’t stay there.  That 
door was going to burst any minute.  “Come on, we have to go!” He picked Molly up 
in his arms and she clutched Mr. Fizzles, the toy ferret, in hers. He walked as quietly 
as he could, hoping that they wouldn’t notice them.  Where was Mom? She said she 
was only taking a quick nap.  Why wasn’t she here?  They were almost to the next 
room when the door burst.  Luke ran.  If they could just get away…left, right left, 
they continued.  Why did Mom’s work building have to be so complicated?  Luke 
stopped dead.  They’d found their mother, or part of her.  Molly screamed as the 
living shadows engulfed them whole.

Vaccaros Go Racing
by Tony Vaccaro

 This past weekend Kent and his Dad col-
lected 4 first place trophies from four enduro 
kart races in Bowling Green, Kentucky at their 
final races of the season.  This was enough for 
Kent to become the National Champion in his 
two classes for the second year in a row and his 
Dad able to claim his first ever National Cham-
pionship.  Mum Joanne participated by handling 
timing, scoring and pit board messages during 
the races.
 During the weekend a representative 
from Honda Performance invited Kent to check 
out one of their new Formula 4 cars.  This is to be 
a new level entry series starting in 2016 for kar-
ters to make the transition into open wheel rac-
ing.  Unfortunately Kent has to wait 14 months 
until reaching the minimal age requirement.  We 
could be seeing a Flying Turtle emblem on one 
of these race cars in 2017.



World of 100
by Jory Hearst
 The History Department ran the World of 100 during Com-
mon Hour last week. Essentially, this is a simulation game, where the 
world gets boiled down to 100 people and resource are allotted. Each 
person in the room represents a nation in the world, and these na-
tions are grouped by their Gross National Income (GNI). Each group 
was assigned a space in the Commons Room that represented how 
much land mass those nations would actually cover. Then resources 
were sorted: chairs to represent money, Ritz crackers and donuts to 
represent food, Jolly Ranchers to represent oil used, reams of paper 
to represent weapons amassed, etc. Injustice abounded and was felt 
deeply, especially as the 14 students in Group F (wealthiest nations) 
received donuts while the other 80+ students in the room looked on. 
Many strong opinions and emotions have been voiced about this activ-
ity in History class debriefs throughout the last few days.

Studying the Aztecs
by Adriana Comtois
 For the last couple of weeks, sixth graders have been exploring Aztec life. They have built some of the most important 
buildings and features in Tenochtitlán: the Great Temple, the chinampas, the aqueducts and the Emperor’s bath and gardens. 
Also, we have sampled chocolate Aztec-style with some hot chili peppers and spices. Finally, students “cooked” with play-
dough some of the most common Aztec dishes such as turkey with plums, squash stew and tadpoles with hot peppers. Can 
you spot any of those in our friends’ creations?



ENGAGING STUDENTS WITH THE WORLD

Don’t Forget!
Our Fall Open House is this Sunday, November 8th, from 1-3pm!
Please spread the word to any interested friends, co-workers, ac-

quaintances, or random strangers!
 

Thank you!

Thanks from Ella!
by Ella Dunkiel
 Thanks so much to my R&S class and everyone else who helped out and made dessert for the King Street Community 
Dinner my family and I hosted! With your help we were able to provide about 120 people in our community with delicious 
sweets. Mark’s Food for All R&S class made over 100 candy apples, and with the help of friends I collected over 300 servings 
of cookies and brownies.

If you want to learn more about the King Street Center, click here: 
http://www.kingstreetcenter.org/

Social Studies 7 Visits Otter Creek Falls
by Ben Wang

Art 9 Visits the Fleming Museum
by Ben Patrick

http://www.kingstreetcenter.org/

