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February 7, 2012 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

February 27-

March 3 

February Break 

February 16 

PACS Coffee 

Hour 7:45-9 AM 
 

February 8 

Parent Conferences 

12-3 PM 

Noon Dismissal 

February 9 

8th Grade  

Step-Up Night  

6-7:30 PM 

Annual Fund Update! 
Dear Parents,  
 
As the Parent Class Reps for this year's Annual Fund, we wanted to give you an 
update on current parent giving toward our year end goal of $250,000.  As you 
know, the Annual Fund pays for programs that are really important to our kids, 
such as E Weeks, the World Language Program, and financial aid.  
 
Here are the current percentages of parent giving by class: 
 
7th grade -  27% 
8th grade - 56.5% 
9th grade -  66.6% 
10th grade -  57% 
11th grade - 30% 
12th grade - 50% 

 

We hope that 100% of parents will donate to the Annual Fund so that our kids will 
continue to learn and grow from the unique programs VCS offers.  Here's why 
11th grade rep Tracey Hiatt gives: 
 
To my fellow 11th Grade Parents (and any others who feel so moved!): Finding 
VCS was a critical step for the health and well-being of our family, and the        
fantastic education is the icing on the cake!  I am forever grateful that we took a 
leap of faith and joined the VCS family.  We have always wanted to "pay it for-
ward,” but I didn't think we could manage a gift that would be meaningful.  Giving 
to the Annual Fund made me realize that I COULD “pay it forward” by contributing 
to the goal of 100% class participation.  Your contribution is crucial for showing 
exactly what our community thinks of this school.  I would love for the 11th grade 
class to meet the 100% participation goal, so please join me in contributing to this 
awesome environment!  
 
We hope you will join us in supporting the Annual Fund.  Every gift is              
meaningful.  You can make a donation now by clicking on the following link:   
http://vermontcommons.org/about-us/giving/ 
 
Thanks in advance for your support! 
 
Natalie Harder, 7th Grade Rep, Shona Lothrop, 8th Grade Rep and Annual Fund Chair, 
Ursula Davila, 9th Grade Rep, Lisa Lillibridge, 10th Grade Rep, Tracey Hiatt, 11th Grade Rep 
Jay Strausser, 12th Grade Rep 

Evening of  

Readings A-K 

6-8 PM 

http://vermontcommons.org/about-us/giving/
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VCS Students Travel to Belize  

Ten students from Vermont Commons School recently ventured to Belize for an intensive 11-day    
learning experience. Every moment of the trip was designed to engage students with the world. Vermont 
Commons student Elsa Hollyer felt that “The home stay visits really made me appreciate how little we 
need. I was happier in Belize than I have been in a long time. It made me appreciate what is necessary 
and what life is really about.” 
 
The Belize trip Encounter Week gave students a hands-on education in the ecology of Belize, from its 
pristine rainforests to its renowned coral reef, and immersed students in Mayan and Garifuna culture. 
Some students faced their fear of spiders and held a tarantula. On a night walk through the rainforest, 
students held a baby Morelet’s Crocodile. Students also netted and studied bats and birds. They tasted 
raw cacao, bitters, fish eyeballs, and plenty of beans and rice and made a traditional Garifuna dish called 
hudut, from coconuts, plantains, and fish. Students shopped for vegetables at a market, played soccer 
with their Mayan peers, talked with villagers about the impacts of local oil exploration and visited an    
ancient Mayan archaeological site. 
 
Vermont Commons Student Justin Decatur, says “The trip to Belize opened up and exposed a different 
way of life than ours. It took all of the irrational worries and stress and put it into a more rounded         
perspective.” 
 
This is the third time teachers Mark Cline Lucey and Jennifer Cohen have led a school trip to Belize.  
According to Cline Lucey, who first visited Belize on a college semester abroad in 1993, “When I first 
studied the natural and cultural ecologies of Belize almost twenty years ago, it blew my world wide open. 
The country has so much to teach us about how a developing nation can care for its natural                 
environments and how different ethnic groups within a nation can peacefully coexist while maintaining 
their culture. Traveling allowed me to look at my own country with new eyes, and I have always wanted 
that sense of perspective for my own students.” Cohen says, “Watching the students interact with so 
many different animals, and with so many different cultures, all in one  country, is a magical experience.” 
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Evening of Student Readings –by Christie Beveridge 

Please invite your friends who might be interested in learning more about our 
school, to attend our Admissions Open House Saturday, February 11 at 10am. 
 
Attendees will learn about our community by touring the school, hearing about 
our programs, and meeting current students and faculty. This is an excellent 
opportunity for families to meet students, teachers, and the Head of School, 
Peter Gilmore. To register please contact Sarah Soule, Director of Admissions, 
at 802-865-8084 ext. 27 or ssoule@vermontcommons.org.  

Vermont Commons School Open House—Saturday 2/11 

On Thursday, February 16th, students will once again take part in the tradition of 
the Vermont Commons School Evening of Readings. Students from each grade 
will be reading a short piece of writing composed this year. Expect traditional 
and slam poetry, excerpts from short stories and memoirs, even “deleted 
scenes” from Shakespeare plays! 

The event begins at 6, and lasts until 8:30. Students whose last name falls in the 
first half of the alphabet will read on February 16th, and those in the second half 
of the alphabet will read on March 22nd. Please join us as we celebrate the  
written word at VCS. 

The Governor’s Institute is Vermont’s equal-access provider of world-class,  
accelerated learned opportunities for Vermont high-school students. They give 
all Vermont students an opportunity for motivated, hands-on, intensive learning 
residencies on college campuses, with the goal of giving students specific   
subject-matter expertise, exposure to a creative/intellectual community of peers 
and professionals, and confidence and direction around future academic and 
career paths. 
 
In 2012 they aim to enroll 361 students in summer Arts, Engineering, Math,  
Information Tech, Asian Cultures, Current Issues/Activism, and Environmental 
Science and Technology Institutes.  All institutes are open to students who 
have completed ninth through eleventh grade. Application forms and          
scholarship applications will be available online at www.giv.org beginning    
February 1st.  
 
Please hand in your completed application with a non-refundable $25    
application fee to Liz Breslend by March 15th to be considered. 

Governor’s Institute of Vermont—3/15 Deadline 

http://vermontcommons.org/2011/12/admissions-open-house-fe/
tel:802-865-8084%20ext.%2027
mailto:ssoule@vermontcommons.org
http://www.giv.org

