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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
 

JUNE 7 
Drop-off at 8:30. 
Science Exam 9-11. 
Social Studies Exam 
12-2. 
Pick-up as early as 
2:00. 

JUNE 8 
Drop-off at 8:30. 
Math Exam 9-11. 
Language Arts Exam 
12-2. 
Pick-up as early as 
2:00. 

JUNE 9 
Drop-off at 8:30. 
World Language Exam 
9-11. 
Pick-up as early as 
2:00. 

JUNE 10 
Multi-media 
Extravaganza and 
School Clean-Up 
8:30-2:00 

JUNE 11 
Yearbook Signing 
(9:00) and Graduation 
(10:30) followed by 
Community-Wide 
Picnic.  Pick-up at 
1:00.  LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL. 

JUNE 14 
Exam Pick-Up 9-11. 
 

Encounter Week Recap 
Submitted by Chance Cardamone-Knewstub 
Another Encounter Week has come 
and gone and I would be remiss to 
not touch on some of the highlights 
 
First, however, I’d like to congratulate 
all the participants who persevered 
through the challenging conditions of 
the week.  It was incredibly hot for 
several of those days and every one 
of our Encounter Week offerings 
demanded a high level of physical 
activity.  I know that many students 
were obliged to push themselves 
quite a bit beyond their comfort level, 
and it was gratifying to see their 
willingness to do so.  By the same token, the trip leaders deserve tremendous 
credit.  They planned and executed the trips, they created the opportunities for the 
kids to push themselves, and most importantly, they kept the kids safe, in all senses 
of the word. 
 
Chicas Week:  Thanks to the vision of senior Sophie Daigle, VCS ran its first ever 
intentionally gender-specific Encounter Week.  By all accounts, this was a smash 
success, and the girls really seemed to love the opportunity to push themselves in 
all aspects (physically, emotionally, personally), in their all-girl-family-for-the-week. 
 
Rafting: The Peters put together an awesome trip, which is certain to become a 
standby in our EW repertoire.   This was clearly the trip to be on during those 90-
degree days. 
 
Wilderness First Aid/Leadership: It is well known that we value student 
leadership at VCS, and this is nowhere more apparent than in the EW program.  
Thanks to Hans, we now have one of the most promising crops of student co-leaders 
in recent memory. 
 
NYC: You all know that our Artist-in-Residence is one of a kind, but could you have 
imagined him creating a NYC art trip for approximately $15 a day? Ask him about it. 
 
Survivalists: We really appreciate our beloved Carly Lagasse (VCS ’09) returning to 
share some of her wilderness survival skills on this hard-core trip. 
 
Hiking: The sad thing about this Encounter Week was that it was Conor Driscoll’s 
last with us.  Conor has been a star in the EW program over the past 2 years and 
it’s going to be hard, if not impossible, to replace his combination of passion for 
outdoor adventure and his technical and interpersonal skills. 
 
As always, we could not do what we do without the help of many parent volunteers.  
Special thanks to those that helped with driving: 
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Naomi + Richard Galbraith  
Nancy Jaffe 
Nick Goldberg 
Ron Seeley 
Diane Reilly 
 
Calista Hollyer and Carly Lagasse handled all of the shopping for the overnight 
groups (again).  A huge and essential job.  Thank you! 
 
Finally, I’d like to recognize the extra efforts of 2 families in particular.  First, Jan 
and Calista Hollyer.  Not only have they both helped out the program over the past 
7 years by driving, shopping, and coordinating volunteers, but also, this winter Jan 
lent his carpentry skills and countless hours of his time to completely remodel our 
cavernous gear room.  Thanks to his efforts, the space is much more efficient for 
storage and we now have a glimmer of hope to keep it somewhat organized! 
Second, Ron and Laurie King.  It is with heavy hearts that we watch these two 
“graduate” along with their son Ross this year.  Ron has been our go-to-guy for 
lugging canoes over to the ‘Daks for several years now, and many an Encounter 
Week has been made heartier by donations of “King Beef” stew.  Both the Hollyers 
and the Kings have made our program tangibly better during their time us (that’s 
not even considering the significant contributions of their children!) and we are 
deeply grateful. 

The Zombies Didn’t Get Us 
Submitted by Mikhal Yudien, 7th Grade 
The zombies didn’t get us.  Mark Cline 
Lucey’s Wilderness Survival Encounter 
Week went just as planned.  We learned 
how to live in the wilderness, hike long 
distances with no water, and we even 
saw Vermont from one of the highest 
peaks.  Not only did we have many 
physical challenges, but mental too.  
There were many late-night games of 
Mafia and Contact. 
 
Monday:  Hiking at a ridiculously high 
angle.  Camping in “tents” in the woods. 
 
Tuesday:  Hiking to the top of both of 
the Sugarbush peaks:  Lincoln Peak and Mt. Ellen.  Sleeping in the Glen Ellen Lodge 
(a small cabin). 
 
Wednesday:  Arguably the best day of them all.  A very short hike.  We stopped at 
a shelter and ate lunch and walked down the mountain to set up camp.  We had 
dinner (a wonderfully cooked stew made by Mark) and were playing Idiot (a Russian 
game taught to us by Emil) and BS as we heard thunder in the distance.  Yes, we 

THANK YOU TO ALL PACS ENCOUNTER WEEK 
LUNCHEON ORGANIZERS 

 
Thanks to the hard work and impressive culinary skills 
of PACS members, a delicious feast greeted all of the 
students and faculty returning from Encounter Week 
on Friday.  A special thank-you is owed to Laurie King 
and Jane Schlossberg for all their efforts in organizing 
the lunch.  Our returning campers, rafters, hikers, and 
bikers were very grateful for all of the delicious 
treats!! 
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were all alone in the woods the day of the storm.  We decided it would be better to 
run back up the steep mountain and sleep in 
the 5-person shelter.  There were 11 of us.  
We all squished in (quite uncomfortably) just 
as the rain hit us.  We ended up spending 2 ½ 
hours singing.  One girl and eight boys singing 
Lady Gaga and Katy Perry songs.  There was 
an outburst of the “Flash” theme song also.  It 
was just as it sounds.  Grey Switzer singing 
love songs, Ross Hiatt singing Mamma Mia 
songs, and Josh Minot and Oban Galbraith 
rocking out to old time rock and roll.  Who 
would have thought?  Don’t worry, we have 

evidence (watch for it in the Multi-Media Extravaganza on Thursday!). 
 
Thursday:  We walked up and down steep mountains and crossed the App Gap.  
This was the night of the solo.  Nate Jaffe spent his time playing his harmonica, 
Justin Decatur made a fire and talked to a tree (he drew a face on it of course), and 
I planned my prom dress and wrote haikus all night.  Most everyone dreamed about 
bacon. 

Senior Project to Raise Funds for BFREE: Belize 
2011 Calendars for Sale 
Submitted by Catherine “Catie” Mueller 
     My Senior Project involved combining my 
passion for photography and raising money for 
the Belize Foundation for Research and 
Environmental Education (BFREE).  I expanded 
my knowledge of photographic technique and 
style with Ed Wolfstein and then applied this 
knowledge to the photographs I took while in 
Belize.  During my time in Belize I performed an 
internship with BFREE, located in the rainforest, 
and also traveled to some neighboring villages 
and the coast.  Upon my return I worked with LG 
Printing, LLC to create a 2011 calendar with 
images from my trip.  I am now offering the 
calendar, Belize 2011, for sale. Calendars are $10 
each and the proceeds will go to BFREE 
(www.bfreebz.org), a non-profit 501(C)3 
organization.   
 
In support of this fundraiser, I would like to thank 
Vermont Commons School, BFREE, Ed Wolfstein 
and LG Printing, LLC for the incredible time and 
the support they provided to make this project a 
success. 
 
If you are interested in ordering a calendar, you can either see me in person at 
school or email me at sktrchry-belizecalendar@yahoo.com to make arrangements. 
Please include your name, phone number and the number of calendars you would 
like to order. 
 
Thank you, 
Catie 

Senior-Seventh Grade Lunch 
Submitted by Sarah Soule 
Several years ago a tradition was born at Vermont Commons when the senior class 
instituted a dinner in the fall to welcome the entering 7th graders to our school.   In 
the spring, the 7th graders, just prior to graduation, the youngest members of our 
community host a lunch to bid farewell to the senior class.  On Thursday, June 3rd, 

  

 



a festive lunch was held in room four and the two classes enjoyed delicious Subway 
sandwiches, chips, cookies and soft drinks.  Mikhal prepared a turtle cake adorned 
with each of the seniors names on it!  Joey 'ate' his own name!  This special 
tradition is one of the many activities that celebrates community and unites our 
school in a meaningful way.  As Tanner, a 7th grader stated: "I have friends in every 
grade, but these seniors are really special to our class!"  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Parent Task Committees Forming Next Year 
Submitted by Peter Gilmore 
"Task Committees" will be forming up soon to address 
two important areas of life at VCS and we need a 
dedicated group of volunteers for each.  Please let Peter 
Gilmore know ASAP if you are interested in either 
committee.  The time commitment will vary according to 
the successful completion of the tasks assigned.  Parent 
leadership will be critical to the success of each group so 
we will be looking for that as well. 
 
Wellness Program:  We are looking for volunteers for a 
Wellness Committee that would be charged with helping 
the school design a series of speakers during our weekly 
Common Hour times next year.  Issues such as drug and 
alcohol education, teen relationships, healthy lifestyle 
choices, stress, etc. are all topics we could consider.  The 
key is to find good presenters and secure them for pre-
set dates - we do offer honoraria.  Follow up to the presentations can be scheduled 
as well.  I am looking for a committee leader and a dedicated group of interested 
members. 
 
VCS Cafeteria Food Program:  This committee would be charged with helping the 
school design a series of healthy food offerings for our lunches next year.  With our 
new administrative software and Parent Web Portal we can coordinate parent 
ordering and paying for lunches for students.  We envision that this program will 
start small and grow as needed.  I am looking for a committee leader and a 
dedicated group of interested members who might start working on this sooner than 

 
 

 

 

 



later to have some offerings in place by the start of school in September. 
 

2009-2010 Yearbook 
Submitted by Mark Cline Lucey 

The 2009-2010 VCS Yearbook has gone to the 
printer and this is going to be the best one 
YET!  One hundred and twenty pages of 
memories from this great year that we've had, 
assembled through the hard work of Sophie 
Daigle, Elena Mudd and Vivien Enriquez.  The 
yearbooks will be distributed on the morning of 
graduation when we have our annual Yearbook 
Signing Bonanza.  This is an event the 
students all look forward to each year as they 
get to look through the yearbook and write 
good-bye's and thank-you's to each other. 
  
Just like last year, the yearbooks are only 
$40.  We need to send the deposit to the 

printer, so please reserve your yearbook now and bring cash or a check made out to 
VCS to Mark as soon as you get a chance.  Your promptness will help us out a great 
deal! 

 

 

 

 

Interested in having photographs from Field Day, 
Prom, or Graduation?  Pictures will be available 

through SRMPhotography following graduation on 
June 11th.  Watch future editions of Turtle Tracks for a 

link to the website where photos can be purchased. 


