
 

TTuurrttllee  TTrraacckkss  
   December 18, 2009 A WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER FOR THE VERMONT COMMONS SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

MARK 
YOUR 
CALENDAR 
 

DEC 21 
First Day of Winter 
Break 

JAN 4 
School Reopens 

JAN 15 
Second Quarter 
Ends 

JAN 20-22 
Exam Days 

JAN 25-29 
Winter Encounter 
Week 

FEB 9 
Evening of 
Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Huge THANK YOU to all! 
Submitted by Wendy McArdle 
Last Thursday, VCS PACS organized a beautiful luncheon for the faculty.  We wanted 
to express our heartfelt thanks to PACS and all the parents who helped prepare the 
feast!   It was exquisite in every way.  The food was delicious, the décor was 
beautiful, and we even received cozy, attractive VCS hats and headbands.  You will 
surely see us around town sporting our new headwear this winter!!  Thank you to 
everyone! 
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The Wealth of Communities 
Submitted by Mark Cline Lucey 

The Senior Social Studies class 
takes a close look at what local 
folks are doing to increase 
community vitality, raise levels of 
health and happiness, and decrease 
our carbon emissions and 
dependence on fossil fuels. 
 
This has been an inspiring and eye-
opening semester in Social Studies 
6: Ecological Economics.  Using 
Deep Economy, by Middlebury 
College Professor Bill McKibben, as 
our main text and the basis of our 
curriculum, we have explored 

McKibben’s central thesis that a reorientation toward local economies, community 
mindedness, and neighborliness, is necessary for addressing climate change and 
peak oil, as well as human happiness and connectedness.  We’ve had impassioned 
classroom discussions and the students have written reflections on topics ranging 
from their definition of community and their thoughts on personal responsibility to 
ones community, to their personal path to happiness or their role within a consumer 
society. 
 
Most recently, we have shifted from analyzing the problems to taking a look at what 
Vermonters are doing to address them.  This orientation “out of the classroom and 
into the world” has brought practical reality, with all its joys and challenges, into 
clearer focus for the students. 
 
We visited the Burlington Co-housing development and spoke with Joan Knight 
about the co-housing movement and why she has worked for years to build a place 
where residents can intentionally 
increase their interaction and 
cooperation with neighbors. 
 
We met with Adele Dieno at the offices 
of Local Motion and heard about their 
efforts to “increase the incentives for 
human-powered transportation and the 
disincentives for fossil fuel-powered 
movement.”   
 
Mitch Wertlieb and Melody Bodette at 
Vermont Public Radio gave us a tour of 
the station and talked with us about 
the technical and practical aspects of 
radio, as well as the role that listener-supported radio plays in keeping a community 
strong and connected. 
 
Bill Maclay of Maclay Architects met with us to talk about the amazing possibilities of 
green design for increasing our efficiency, and decreasing our emissions of carbon 
and other pollutants. 
 
After the break, the Seniors will have a chance to meet with Ron Miller, a leader in 
the local Transition Towns movement, as well as Ed Antczak of Burlington’s 
Community and Economic Development Office. 
 
Closely linked to this class, Ron Krupp will both be coming to VCS to speak to the 
student body in January.  Ron Krupp will talk about his new book “Lifting The Yoke: 
Local Solutions To America’s Farm And Food Crisis.” The book deals with many of 
the farm and food issues that are in the news on a daily basis: globalization, hunger 
and obesity - and offers local, sustainable, and very practical solutions. Ron Krupp is 
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also the author of “The Woodchuck's Guide to Gardening” which received the 
Christian Science Monitor’s Garden Book of the Year award for New England in 2002. 
He has been a Vermont Public Radio Garden and Farm Commentator for the past 8 
years and has been involved with farm and food issues for 35 years -- having 
started the Brattleboro Farmers' Market in the early 70s, coordinated the Tommy 
Thompson Community Garden in the Intervale for 15 years and published the Green 
Mountain Farmer in the early 1980s.    
 
Vermont is truly an inspiring place to live!  Bill McKibben is correct that there is a 
great deal of wealth (of the social capital variety) in our community, and it is an 
honor to make that community part of our classroom.  
 

Math RAFT Projects 
Submitted by Hannah Stanyon 

The seventh and ninth graders, as well as 
the pre-calculus and calculus classes, have 
been doing projects to help them learn 
math material. These projects are called 
RAFTs (Role Audience Format Topic) and 
the goal of this is to give the students 
“different ways of expressing what they 
understand,” said Jess, the head of the 
Math Department. The pre-calculus class 
sang songs, such as Sweet Home 
Asymptote (Sweet Home Alabama) and 
Dead or Alive. “It was fun to perform the 
script,” said Schuyler after her group 

presented a Question and Answer Dating Game RAFT in which the “date” had to 
guess who was what function.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Math 3 RAFTs 
Submitted by Jessica Redmond 
Students in Math 3 recently performed a creative assessment about the concepts 
they’ve been learning in class. The assessment is called a RAFT. This stands for 
Role, Audience, Format, and Topic. (See Hannah Stanyon’s article on this topic.) 
 
Two of the three RAFTs that Math 3 had to choose from include: 
 
Role Audience Format Topic 
An exponential 
growth curve with 
y-int = 5 

A decay curve 
with y-int = 5 

A break up letter We just don’t 
connect.  

Either a decay or 
growth curve 

The x-axis Song or Poem You can look (and 
get really close) 
but don’t touch. 

 

 

 

 



  
Below are some examples of student work. Can you tell which RAFT each student 
performed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Katiya Boudette and Maddy 

Roberts 

 
Dear Exponential Decay, 
I’m sorry to say that our time together 
has ended. We are going in different 
directions. We were together for one 
moment of our life, but I think we both 
knew this wasn’t going to work out. I 
mean this isn’t a parallel world. We both 
knew that it was going to end eventually. 
I’m moving up in the world and you’re 
moving down. 
 
We had fun. We really connected when 
we were five but now we have to go our 
separate ways. You started out jumping 
quickly into the relationship and I started 
slowly, gathering up speed and finally 
diving in. But I know now this would 
never work! Why? We crossed paths in a 
weird turn of events but we will just keep 
getting farther and farther apart. This 
relationship is getting exponentially 
worse. This is the end of you and me. 
 
Sincerely,  
Exponential Growth 
 

By Henry Frantz 

 
Decay is my name, I always do the same. 
No matter how close I get, X-axis will always quit. 
To make a graph work I always tend to lurk, close to the X-axis, but it is always 
fastest. 
I never go up, I always go down, down to the X-axis on the low side of town.  
Equations, they make me, equations, they shape me; but they can never shape 
the X-axis to where I will be. 
Less than one the factor must be, to make the exponential decay which is me. 
The X-axis requires no factors or change, to a curve like me that seems strange. 
The Y-intercept is my birth, it doesn’t give my rate its girth, it only shows how far 
I will start from the earth. 
If I could reach the X-axis, no graph would make sense, instead I just provide the 
necessary suspense. 
 

By Justin Decatur 

 
I see you standing 
I run to you fast 
Maybe too quick 
I slow down 
   You don’t budge 
Giving you space 
I try my hardest 
  But you don’t budge 
I don’t understand 
I’m perfect in my own sense 
  But you don’t budge 
You stand straight 
Never moving 
I slow to an almost stop 
 And you…don’t budge 
I try to leave but 
I stay on the downward run 
I’m almost unnoticeable 
Budge? 
No, you don’t. 
 



Exciting News for the Class of 2011!!   
Submitted by Sarah Soule 
VCS has just signed a contract with Naviance, the 
leading on line program for college counseling.   
Naviance will enable our students (and parents!) to 
search college profiles and it is a highly personalized 
program.  Details will follow in January, but we are 
very excited about this program and being able to 
offer it to our families.  We will be scheduling a 
special workshop to 'unveil' Naviance to our families 
at the start of the new semester.   
  

 

The Boycott at VCS is Canceled 
Submitted by Wendy McArdle 

Due to unforeseen circumstance, VCS will 
not be able to host The Boycott by Kathy 
Blume in January. The production 
deserves to be done beautifully and 
professionally, and our current human, 
financial, and physical resources just 
won't allow it.  
 
Kathy is currently in Copenhagen at the 
climate talks.  We are hoping to schedule 

her to come to VCS during Common Hour early next year to speak to students and 
do an "art and activism" workshop.  We'll keep you posted!   
 
In the mean time, Kathy will be doing a new solo piece called Flight about her trip to 
Copenhagen.  Flight will be performed on Saturday, January 9, at 7pm at the 
Burlington International Airport.  It's part of the Vermont Arts Council's project The 
Art of Action.   
 

Save the date: College Pathways Workshop 
Submitted by Sarah Soule 
 Juniors and Sophomores, and parents, are 
strongly encouraged to attend the College 
Pathways workshop, which will be held on 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 at St. Michael's 
College in Colchester.  Brochures and registration 
information will be forthcoming.  Workshops on 
writing a great admissions essay, paying for 
college, applying to college, finding colleges that 
'fit', searching for scholarships, surviving 
standardized tests and applying to highly 
competitive colleges are just some of the 
workshops listed.  The program is FREE!  Many of 
our VCS students have attended this program in 
the past and have found it very worthwhile and 
felt that it helped them get started on the college 
process.  Information can be found at www.vsac.org.  

 

 

 

 



Financial Aid for College, VCS Class of 2010!    
Submitted by Sarah Soule 
 

This just in from VSAC!  
  
To submit the Vermont grant 
application, go to www.vsac.org after 
January 1, 2010.  There are also 
application forms in Sarah's office at 
VCS.  Applications are considered on 
a first come, first served basis, so it 
is strongly encouraged that you 
apply on line, on or about the first of 

the year!   
  

To submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid FAFSA go to 
www.fafsa.ed.gov after January 1, 2010.  Toll free number: 1-800-433-3243. 
  
VSAC's phone number is 802-655-9602   
  
Scholarship search engines 
  
www.fastweb.com 
www.schoolsoup.com  
 
 

SAT Preparation Course 
Submitted by Jasmine Walker 

The Vermont Commons School is offering an SAT 
preparation course targeted for the official SAT dates of 
May 1, 2010 and June 5, 2010.  This course provides 16 
hours of instructional time taught by teachers specializing in 
language and math, who are deeply familiar with the SAT 
format.  It offers one proctored, four-hour practice SAT test 
and two evenings of analysis and feedback after this test.  

Please see the last page of Turtle Tracks for more information on how to register. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for upcoming information on 

the First Annual PACS Gear Swap in 

the weeks leading up to our Winter 

Encounter Week!!  More information 

to come… 

 

 



 
  

Vermont Commons SAT Course Registration Form 
 
The Vermont Commons School is offering an SAT preparation course targeted for the official SAT dates of May 1, 
2010 and June 5, 2010.  This course provides 16 hours of instructional time taught by teachers specializing in 
language and math, who are deeply familiar with the SAT format.  It offers one proctored, four-hour practice SAT test 
and one evening of analysis and feedback after this test. 
 
Dates and times: Mondays, March 8th, 15th, 22th, 29th, and April 5th , 12th, 19th 

 of classes from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
  and Saturday, April 17th from 8:30 to 1:00 
  
Where:  Vermont Commons School – 75 Green Mountain Dr.  South Burlington, VT 05403 – Room #4 
 
Class size limit: Maximum 10 students 
 
Materials:  Peterson’s 2009 Master the SAT workbook (provided in class) 
 
Fee:  $625.00 
 
Teachers:  JoAnna B. Easton M.Ed. and Jasmine Walker 
 
Your check and a copy of the student’s official PSAT scores must accompany this registration form and must be 
received no later than January 15, 2010 in order to secure a place in the class.  After January 15th, 2010 the class will 
be open to the public. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Student Information: 
 
First Name _________________________ Last Name _________________________ 
 
Student E-mail __________________________________  Phone _________________ 
 
Parent Name and E-mail __________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address __________________________________  City ____________________ 
 
State ___________  Zip ___________________ 
 
Student’s year in school:    sophomore       junior   
 
PSAT scores  Math _________Critical Reading  ___________ Writing ___________ 


