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MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR

OCT 16-17

Homecoming

OCT 17

Homecoming Dance
8-11

OCT 22-23

NO SCHOOL
Fall Break

OCT 30

End of First Quarter
Halloween Dress-
Up Day

OCT 31
Hike for Hunger

NOV 20
Battle of the Bands

NOV 23-27
Thanksgiving Break

An Update From the Research & Service

Program: Farms-to-Barnes

Submitted by Mark Cline Lucey
So far, this has been my favorite R&S
class that | have taught at Vermont
Commons, by far! Thirteen students
and | have been working with the
Burlington School Food Project,
Vermont's largest farm to school
program. This program encompasses
the entire Burlington School District
but we have been working specifically
with the new Sustainability Academy
at Barnes Elementary School. It is
widely recognized as a model program
for the rest of the state and country,
and its mission is to connect students
and their families with whole, fresh, and local foods to improve the health of the
community. We have met and worked with Bobby Young, the Farms 2 School
Coordinator, but we will also be meeting and providing service to the multiple
community partners: Burlington School District, Shelburne Farms' Sustainable
Schools Project, Friends of Burlington Gardens and the Healthy City Youth Initiative,
City Market/Onion River Co-op and Vermont Food Education Every Day (VT FEED).

The students have been getting out into the community twice a week, harvesting
carrots and cabbages at the Intervale, helping to make banners or do some heavy
lifting for the Burlington School Food Project, and hanging out with the 2" and 3™
grade students at the Sustainability Academy, talking to them about their yummy
lunches.

The other two days each week we have researched and discussed questions of
childhood obesity, school lunches, and the American food system in general.

And we have a lot of ideas for projects and services we'd like to provide during the
remainder of the semester! This theme of local food and health fits so perfectly with
our Common Text and with VCS' commitment to ecological stewardship and
community engagement. And the students and | are having lots of fun in the
process!
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New Mission: Unchanged Focus and Enduring

Values
Submitted by the VCS Board of Trustees

A school’s mission is its guiding compass. It's what
drives the powerful work being done in the
classrooms and is the reason for the school’s
existence. Simply put, the mission statement is how
we stay on course.

At Vermont Commons School, it has been thirteen
years since our original mission was first developed.
That mission, a key feature on our website and a
motivating force throughout the school, has served
us well. As a living, evolving organization it was
time to revisit our mission and plan for the future of
the school.

The VCS Board of Trustees, with input and support from the VCS community, has
begun work on a Strategic Plan. This multi-dimensional, 5-to-10 year plan will
address not only the mission, but the vision of the school and the guiding principles
as well. If the mission is our compass, then the vision is where we are headed and
the guiding principles are the tools we use to get there. The strategic plan will lay
the course for our exciting next stage of development.

One of the first things the Strategic Planning Committee did was to revisit and then
re-craft our school's mission. The Board and school community agreed that the key
elements that make VCS the school that it is today, are still very much the same as
when the school was founded. These founding elements are still embraced. The
school of yesterday anticipated this school of tomorrow. This is our mission:

Vermont Commons School students experience a unique blend of academics
and global immersion, master fundamental academic disciplines, grasp the
profound interdependence of the natural and human systems they inhabit,
and graduate with the values, knowledge, skills and commitment necessary
to become ethical and engaged ecological citizens.

This mission will be used as the foundation for the strategic plan. It is why we are
here. And just as a compass has four points, our Strategic Plan will be built on four
pillars:

1. Academic Programs — faculty/students

2. Facilities

3. Financial Health

4. Community Engagement

Using research, feedback, analysis and reflection, a cross-functional group of VCS
community members will outline a new Strategic Plan on November 13th and 14th
that will guide the school's exciting direction over the next decade. More
information about the planning process will be shared in Turtle Tracks over the
coming weeks. Please look for it!
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Attention all Coffee Lovers and Graphic Artists!
Submitted by Alison Ackert

The Trips Abroad Program Committee would

like to announce one of our fundraising

endeavors for the travels to Spain and China

in 2010. In keeping with exotic and far

away places, our students will be offering a

medium roast blend of Central and South

American whole coffee beans for sale in 1

pound bags beginning this November. But

FIRST... who will help us come up with an

award winning (free bag of coffee and name

in lights) label design and Catchy Name for

this delicious coffee? If that happens to be

YOU- please submit label designs to Allison

Fayle by end of day on Monday, October

26th, 2009. Logo/design maximum

dimensions 3 1/3 " X 4". Label design open

to all coffee lovers, including Students, Faculty and Parents. Color scheme can be
full color or reflecting school colors of green, black and white. Catchy name nice,
but doesn't necessarily have to be part of label design. For any more information
please contact Alison Ackert, 453-5049.

Vermont Commons School Outing Club
Submitted by Conor Driscoll

This spring, the VCS turtles take to
the hills in a variety of exciting
adventures put forth by the newly
rejuvenated VCS Outing Club. The
Club has 6 scheduled dates for
outings this spring: On February 8"
we will be backcountry skiing in the
hills of Underhill. On March 11" we
will be snowshoeing in the glory of
a full Vermont Moon. On the
weekend of March 21-22 we will be
winter camping on the shores of
Stearling Pond. In early April (4-5)
we will be braving new heights as
we spend the weekend climbing in NY or NH (depending on conditions). On
Saturday, May 2", we will be heading across the lake to raft the rapids of an
Adirondack river. Our last trip of the year will be a celebration of success on June 6-
7. We will ascend Mt. Washington in N.H. and spend Saturday night at the Lake of
the Clouds AMC hut. On Sunday we will summit the tallest New England Peak before
hiking back down to start the summer.

The purpose of the VCS Outing Club is to make the outdoors more accessible to
students who are interested in challenging themselves in a wilderness setting. The
woods of New England are a perfect spot to learn about nature and about yourself.
Our philosophy is one of “challenge by choice,” giving each student the opportunity
to get as much as he or she wishes out of the program.

Signups for the trips will be on a first-come first-serve basis. There will be a slight
cost associated with each of our trips to help offset the price of the program itself.
Some of the trips (such as the rafting and the AMC hut trip) will be significantly
more expensive because of the associated costs.

In addition to these trips, the VCS OC will also be holding a once-a-week wilderness
leadership class during the 4™ quarter. This class is designed to equip students who



are interested in becoming a wilderness leader with the hard and soft skills
necessary to safely facilitate a positive group experience in the backcountry. This
class will invite mentors from the Saint Michael’s College Wilderness Program to
share their backcountry experiences and expertise with the future student leaders of
the VCS Outing Club. Students who complete this program will be given the
opportunity to co-lead Vermont Commons Outing Club trips as well as Encounter
Weeks with a faculty member.

Spread the Word for VCS Open House

Submitted by Peter Gilmore

The Fall VCS Admissions Open House is coming on November 8th and we are
expanding on a way we used last Spring to

get the word out. Since everybody knows

that "word of mouth" is the best way to

advertise our school and the great things

that happen here, we are giving you an

opportunity to participate in our newest

effort. The website FrontPorchForum.Org

is a new way to pass information to your

neighbors. When you join online for your

immediate neighborhood, you can post

messages that are sent by email at regular

intervals directly to all the folks living in

your area who are also signed up at FrontPorchForum. We are asking that parents
join their local forum and post the following message concerning our school - you
can add a personal touch about your own kid too! The more folks that join and
post, the more people find out about VCS. It will be a great way to get lots of
potential new parents to hear about VCS and (hopefully) check us out on November
8th. The whole thing is free, entirely voluntary, and very easy to do, but if you have
questions please contact us here at school for assistance.

Please post the following message:

Open House at Vermont Commons School in South Burlington: Are you
looking for a great independent school for your teenager? Vermont Commons
School, a co-ed day school serving grades 7-12, is now accepting applications for
the 2010-2011 school year. Our innovative and rigorous college preparatory
curriculum, focused on ecological citizenship, provides for a truly unique learning
atmosphere. Small classes, a talented faculty, and personalized college guidance
are further highlights of the VCS experience. Come see how great a private school
can be; join us for our Open House on Sunday, November 8th at 1:00pm. VCS is at
75 Green Mountain Drive in South Burlington, VT. Visit us at
www.vermontcommons.org for more information and register for the Open House by
calling Admissions Director Sarah Soule at 802-865-8084 x27. See you there!

Names & Faces Corrections
Submitted by Wendy McArdle

By now everyone should have received a 2009-2010 edition of our Names &
Faces directory. If not, please contact Allison, and she will be happy to give you a
copy.

Below are six corrections that have been brought to our attention. We apologize
for these errors/omissions. Please contact Wendy if you have any additional
corrections.

Page 5 — Mikhal Yudien’s father was incorrectly omitted from his entry. His
information is as follows:

Geoffrey Yudien

3324 Kyle Ave

Riverbank, CA 95367

209.605.3883.



Page 7 - Aidan Villani-Holland is incorrectly listed as Keenan. Aidan is in 8th grade.
His brother Keenan is in 11th grade.
Page 13 — The Kemsley’s phone number is incorrect. The correct phone number is:
355-7671
Page 14 - Phineas Schlossberg’s father, Allan Keyes, was incorrectly omitted from
his entry.
Page 14 — The Lenz family has moved. Their new address is as follows:

25 Bartlett Bay Rd.

South Burlington, VT 05403

Phone: 802-279-1677
Page 16 - The area code for Schuyler Cowan's phone number is 518.




