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MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
 

APRIL 20 - 24 
Spring Break 

NO CLASSES 

APRIL 30 
Screening of ―Shout It 
Out‖, VCS, 7pm, 

donation 

MAY 18- 22 
Spring Encounter 
Week 

MAY 25 
Memorial Day 
NO SCHOOL 

MAY 27 

Night of Glory, VCS 
6pm-8pm 

MAY 29 
VCS Field Day 

JUNE 1 – 3 
Final Exams 

JUNE 5 
Graduation, 10:30am 

Message from the Acting Head 
Submitted by Hans Manske 

As Spring finally takes hold, I want to take this time to thank 
you all for your continued support and involvement in your 
child's education.  It is the commitment and dedication of all of 

you, our families, which makes Vermont Commons a leader in 
independent education in northern Vermont. It‘s hard to believe, 
but once we get back from vacation, there are only 7 weeks left 
until the end of the year.  That end of the year push is always 

chock full of excitement with quarter ending projects, encounter 
week, field day, ultimate tournaments, prom, exams, 
graduation, and the myriad other things we pack into May.  In 

preparation for that inevitable flurry of activity, take the time over the next week to 
enjoy your kids' company without the stresses that school can bring, relax together, 
and gear up for the exciting road ahead. 

Flying Turtles Volleyball  
Submitted by Peter Goff 

 

Last Friday, for the sixth consecutive year, your Flying 
Turtles Volleyball team helped Green Mountain Volleyball 
(& St. Michael‘s College woman‘s Volleyball team) run 

their annual Home-Schooler‘s clinic. A local association 
of home-schooled families has organized a series of 
social/athletic activities (including basketball, swimming, 
etc…) that allows their pre-High School children the 

opportunity to meet & play with other students. Thanks 
to the generous support of the VCS faculty, nine 
members of the team took last afternoon off from 

classes and traveled to 
Sports & Fitness Edge in 
Williston. The nine 

students were; Elena 
Mudd, Tamara 
Melkumov, Sophie 
Daigle, Leynah 

McGarghan, Mikela 
Boudette, Mark Rowland (team photographer), Elsa 
Hollyer, Sarah Mueller, and Leslie ‗Sarah‘ Gadway. 

We had two groups of students, the first was 5-10 
year-olds, and the second was 10-13 year-olds. Bill 
Orleans (of Green Mountain Volleyball, and our co-

coach for years) and I introduced everyone, paired 

the Turtles off with home-schoolers and then let the 
kids take over. Some memorable moments include 
Sarah teaching while on her knees and still taller 

than her student, Leynah‘s running debate with her 
student about the existence of Santa, Leslie‘s 

discovery of ‗The Natural‘ (the hat-wearing kid), and Mudd‘s dance of wild abandon. 
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Last year, the home-schooler families were polled after the entire series of events, 

and they chose your Flying Turtles as their favorite event of the year. Based on 
comments I received from parents this year, I suspect that will be the case again. 
Thanks again to the faculty & students for continuing to make this event such a 

success. 

Shout It Out at VCS April 30th 
Submitted by Wendy McArdle 

Last year, VCS invited John Halligan to VCS to 
talk to our community about bullying. His 
presentation started a dialogue that helped 

increase awareness, open lines of 
communication and build a stronger VCS 
community. To that end, VCS has invited 

director Bess O'Brien to bring her musical film, 
Shout It Out, to VCS on Thursday, April 30th 
at 7:00 pm.  Shout It Out is a film about 
Vermont teens and the challenges they face 

as they make their way through high school. Some of the topics include bullying, 
sexuality, self-mutilation, teen pregnancy, body image, depression and suicide. 
Touted as the REAL High School Musical, Shout It Out has received rave reviews 

(see below). We invite all parents and teenage students to attend this special 
screening followed by a Q&A session with Bess O'Brien and Julia Cox. Julia 
graduated from VCS in 2008 and was one of about 100 Vermont teens in the cast of 

the film. 
 
TICKETS at the door: suggested donation $5/adult, $2/student 
 

PREVIEW a clip of the film on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2SSPVpQVxA 
 

REVIEWS 
--"Shout it Out is the first film that I have ever seen that allows students to portray 

themselves in a way that makes sense and is real to the issues at hand. ... This is a 

must-see for all high school students!" 
Michelle Rath, Ph.D., Director of Guidance- Essex High School 
--"Bess O'Brien's Shout it Out is the (stet) one of the most real-life looks into the 
lives of high school students that I have ever seen. I believe that this movie will help 

people be able to recognize when a loved one or a student needs help, and that is 
why this film is so important." 
David Baker, age 17, St. Johnsbury, VT 

Administrative Restructuring 
Submitted by Hans Manske  

I would like to announce to the community that Jessica 

Redmond has taken over for me as Math Department Chair.  
Jess has been with us for three years and brings a wealth of 
knowledge in curriculum development as well as a strong 

understanding of best practices related to the teaching of 
mathematics.  She has already infused a vibrant new energy into 
the department and has mapped out an impressive plan for us 

moving forward.  Congratulations Jess on your new 
responsibilities. 
 

Head of School Search Progress Report 
Submitted by Ken Edwards 
Progress on the new Head of School search continues.   As reported two weeks ago, 

we engaged an outside expert in Independent School leadership searches who 
provided us with 11 highly qualified candidates from across the U.S.   
 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2SSPVpQVxA
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We reviewed all 11 and narrowed the field to 6 potential candidates.  We further 

narrowed the slate, through a series of 90-minute phone interviews, to four finalists.  
Each of the four finalists has extensive 
experience in Independent School 

leadership positions all across the 
country.  We feel extraordinarily 
fortunate to possess such a fantastic final 
pool.   

 

During the weeks of April 27 and May 4 
each candidate will spend a full day in the 

school interacting with VCS staff and 
students.  The Advisory Committee, 
chaired by VCS parent Rebecca Coll, will 

spend at least two hours with each 
candidate during their day‘s visit – asking 
questions that align with the Head of 
School weighted hiring criteria.  The 

Advisory Committee will provide their 
feedback and evaluation on each of the 
candidates to the Board of Trustees.  

After meeting with the Advisory 
Committee and spending the remainder 
of the full day within the school, each 

candidate will have dinner and dialogue 
with the VCS Board of Trustees.   
 
Once we have completed the evaluation process with all four finalists, the Board of 

Trustees will reach a final decision and make an offer to the successful candidate.  
We hope to make a formal announcement on the decision by Mid-May.   

 

Search Committee: 

            Ken Edwards (Chair) 

            Mary Hamilton-Homer 

            Lisa Fargo 

            Peter Goff 

            Jennifer Cohen  

  

Advisory Committee: 

      Parents: 

                       Rebecca Lindy Coll (Chair) 

                       Randy Rowland 

                       Sofie Van Olmen 

      Alum: 

                        Kelsey Raap (‘02) 

                        Matt Brown (‘05) 

                        Kelsey Boudette (‘08) 

     Students: 

                        Sophie Daigle (‘10) 

                        Eric Fournier (‘10) 

            Jodie McMahon (‘13) 

     Faculty: 

                   Cara Simone-Bader 

                   Jordan Romm 
                   Sarah Bertucci/Jason Cushner 

 



Exciting Trip Offerings in 2009-2010 
Submitted by Chance Cardamone-Knewstub 

First, the bad news.  We are sorry to announce the 

cancellation of the September ‘09 Alps trip.  We 
extend our gratitude to the Blanchard family for 
having offered the use of their home in France for 
this trip.  It was a very generous offer that we can 

hopefully pursue at some point in the future.  Now 
the good news . . . 
 

VCS is proud to offer an array of exciting trips for 
the next school year.  In my opinion these are all 

―once in a lifetime‖ opportunities.  They will all be led by VCS faculty who have 

extensive first hand knowledge of either the area of travel and/or the subject matter 
of the trip.  I‘m confident that similar travel opportunities with qualified guides 
would cost at least twice as much in any other setting.   
 

It is our intent to form the groups that will be going on these trips in the first few 
weeks of May.  Thus, if a student is interested in one or more of these trips, it is 
imperative that they jump into the application process as soon as they return from 

break.  I strongly encourage any and all eligible students who are remotely 
interested in any of these trips, to apply.  I can‘t tell you how many students I‘ve 
talked to over the years who didn‘t feel like taking the time to fill out an application 

and who were then very sad that they weren‘t going on the trip.  
 
I also want to acknowledge that sometimes not everything can be fair.  I completely 
understand that not being eligible for these trips due to one‘s age can be highly 

frustrating.  I encourage our younger students to dream up the big trips that they 
would like to participate in when they are upper classmen and start talking to faculty 
who you think might be able to lead them. 

 
Please peruse the offerings below then decide what trips you are interested in.  Talk 

to your parents; think about what the next year holds for you.  Are you willing to 

work to raise the money if need be?  If so, as soon as you come back to school on 
Monday, April 27th, talk to the trip leaders.  Apply to all of the trips that you are 
interested in.  Even if you know that you can only go on one, you may not be 
selected for the trip you most want so it‘s best to apply more than one.   

 
Please note that one of the motivations behind announcing these trips is to give 
participants the opportunity to earn money towards the trip cost over the summer.  

Student participants need to remember that the trip cost is their responsibility and 
that it will take a lot of hard work to be able to go on the trip. 
 

With no further ado, here are the trips.  Enjoy!  
 

China Trip- Summer 2010 
 

In response to student interest, the Vermont Commons 
School is offering a two-week trip to China in June 2010. 
We are looking for 8-12 students who are interested in an 
international trip to Sichuan province to explore Chinese 

culture and history.   
 
This trip is designed to enrich the students‘ academic 

experience, with the knowledge that not all learning can 

take place in the classroom.  While VCS has offered trips to Latin American 
countries, Italy and Britain, China is unexplored territory and supports our mission 

of global citizenship and relationships.  This trip is an unbelievable opportunity for 
students to experience a culture that is profoundly different from our own. 

 

 



 

Trip activities include trips to Qingcheng 
Mountain, Emei Mountain, Giant Buddha, Jinsha 
Museum, Dujiangyan irrigation project, and 

Ancient Chinese town, a visit to a Chinese 
family, a trip to a panda reserve, and a day 
spent with students at the Southwestern 
University of Finance and Economics.  The trip is 

designed as an introduction to Chinese culture 

and includes visits to museums and important 
historical and cultural sites in the Sichuan 

province.   
 
The estimated cost of this trip is $3000-$3,500 per student, including airfare, 

accommodations, meals, and activities for teachers and students.  The trip is open 
to students in 10th -12th  for the 2009-2010 school year. .  Preference will be given, 
however, to students enrolled Chinese and the China R&S class.  If you are 
interested, please fill out the application after spring break and return it to Xue Li by 

Monday, May 4.   
 

Rafting and Redwoods Encounter Week – May 2010 
 

Whitewater rafting on world-class rivers and 
exploring old-growth redwoods forests in one 
encounter week?  Impossible, you say.  Yet it‘s 

happening on our first ever Rafting and Redwoods 
Encounter Week next May!  Students interested in 
applying should see the application procedure below. 

  
During this most excellent Encounter Week, students 
will travel to Southern Oregon / Northern California 

for four days of whitewater rafting on the Klamath and Cal Salmon rivers, along with 

two days exploring the Redwood Forests of the nearby Pacific coast.  The trip will be 
led by teacher Glenn Etter, who spent 10 years working as a rafting guide in 
California and Oregon, as well as 1 year working as a naturalist in the Sierra Nevada 

mountains.   
  
Where are we going, you ask?  Good question - your thirst for knowledge will come 

in handy on this trip!   
 
Three of our rafting days will take place on the Klamath River, home to osprey, bald 
eagles, river otters, and a wide array of other wildlife.  The scenery on the Klamath - 

bordered by the green and diverse Siskiyou Mountains - is also spectacular.   
Inflatable kayaks will be available for all students on the calmer stretches of the 
river, and to the more adventurous during the safer rapids).  We will be camping on 

beaches along the river for these three nights - swimming, cooking together, 
enjoying each other's company, and sleeping under the stars.  Our fourth rafting 
day will be on the nearby Cal Salmon River, famous for its blue-green water and 

world-class whitewater.  Depending on water level, we will probably raft the class IV 
―Butler‖ stretch of the Cal Salmon.   
  
On the other two days, students will visit Prairie Creek 

Redwoods Park and Jedediah Smith Redwoods Park – both 
of which contain some of the few old-growth Redwood 
growths remaining in the world.  We will explore redwood 

ecology with a professional naturalist, take part in some 
outdoor education activities, and simply enjoy the trees 

during our times in the forest.  We are planning to spend 

one night in the woods and the other in the reasonably-
priced Redwood Hostel near Crescent City, where we will 
explore nearby groves and spend a couple of hours dipping our toes in the nearby 
Pacific Ocean tide pools, full of starfish, anemones, and the like.  Yes! 

  

 

 

 



In short, we are very excited about this trip of calm beaches, serene groves, big 

waves and even bigger trees.  The trip is open to 9-10 students from next year‘s 
grades 10-12.  Next year‘s ninth graders may also apply, but older students will be 
given priority.   

 
The trip will be 8 days long and will likely leave on the Saturday before Encounter 
Week and return on the following Saturday (we may leave Friday or Sunday, 
depending on ticket costs).  We are getting a very large discount on the rafting 

through Glenn‘s connections, and the cost should be no more than $1400 per 

student, which includes all food, lodging, and rafting.  Depending on various other 
discounts in the works, the trip cost may well be $1200 (or lower); the exact price 

will be determined by next fall. 
  
Students interested in this trip need to submit their application by Monday, May 4.  

To apply, please write a paragraph explaining (1) why you want to go on this trip, 
and (2) how you would be an asset to this trip.  Also, to make sure you can follow 
instructions (quite important in the rafting world!) you must use the word 
―behemoth‖ in your application.  Good luck! 

 

Language Intensive Trip to Spain-Summer 2010 
 
Jordan Romm, VCS Spanish 
Teacher, will be leading a 4-5 week 
trip to Spain in the summer of 2010 

for a group of 8-10 students. This 
trip will consist of a 3-4 week home 
stay in a town in northern Spain and 

will focus on language acquisition.  
The remainder of the trip would be 
spent traveling to a few other areas, 

likely in northern Spain (Galicia, 
Catalunya, Barcelona) to either do a 
visit to a city/beach area or a multi-

day village to village hiking trip in 

the Pyrenees.   
 
Tordesillas will be our home for the home stay portion of this trip. It‘s a beautiful 

village in the province of Castilla y León in north central Spain with approximately 
8,000 people.  Jordan did a homestay in this town when he was in high school, and 
it was a foundational experience for him personally. His relationship with his host 

family and many folks in the town has deepened over the years and he regards 
them in many ways as his second family. He hopes in many ways to recreate this 
experience for VCS students. Host families will be carefully selected and would all 
have children the same age (more or less) as our students.  

 
Students will need to be committed to taking risks and stepping out of their comfort 
zone. Living with a host family is an incredible experience, and it requires you to 

give yourself wholly to the rhythm of life in the town you are living and truly commit 
to speaking exclusively Spanish for the duration of the trip. Spanish language skills 
would improve markedly during a 3-4 week homestay experience, as most families 

speak little to no English. 
 
The trip is expected to cost $3,500-$4,000 and will take place from late June to 
early August.   The trip will be open to students finishing grades 9-12, with 

preference given to 10th- 12th graders.  Students who apply for this trip will need to 
be committed to the dynamics and cohesion of the group and will need to be flexible 
and open to exploration and new adventures!!!  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Sundance Film Festival Encounter Week-January 2010 

 

This year, Vermont Commons Students will return 
to the premiere film festival in the country, 
Sundance.  Held in Park City, Utah, students get 

a taste of the western mountain ranges and local 
and tourist culture, all while attending films with 

the global arts community.  Students are 

encouraged to ask questions of the director and 
actors in the Q&A session after each film, as well 
as journal and process the 20 or so films that 
each student typically sees in the course of six days.  The Sundance Film Festival 

gives students access to their medium: film and video.  After watching such 
Sundance films such as An Inconvenient Truth and documentaries about the crisis in 
the Congo, who knows what stories they will someday tell through film.   

 
Students typically spend six days at the festival (Friday-Thursday) during which time 
they see 16-22 films, asking questions of directors, writers, and actors in the Q&A 

after each viewing.  Students can also attend panels devoted to film related topics, 
which can vary from such disparate topics as comedy and culture to technology 
and editing.  Films at Sundance are unrated and may contain content that is edgy, 
mature, and, in some cases, violent—there‘s generally a short description so that 

some discretion is possible.  The trip will be open to students who will be juniors and 
seniors next year, and will cost $1500 (including airfare, condo rental, food, and film 
tickets). Students who apply and are accepted for this trip should be able to 

demonstrate maturity and a sense of independence, while also being a conscientious 
member of our group who is responsible, respectful, and kind. 
 

An application will be required this year. 
 

Another College Acceptance! 
Submitted by Sarah Soule 

A member of the senior class has heard from another college!  We 
are pleased to announce an additional acceptance: 

  
Concordia University in Montreal 
  

In mid May there will be a listing in Turtle Tracks listing where 
each of the seniors are heading to college in the fall of 2009.  In 
the meantime, mark your calendars for Friday, June 5th and plan 
to attend the Vermont Commons School graduation ceremonies!  

Further details will soon be forthcoming.   

Picture Day a Success! 
Submitted by Sarah McGarghan 
Picture Day was a huge success with lots of sunshine 
and smiles.  If you did not have a chance to order 

pictures, and would still like to, please contact Sarah 
McGarghan at www.sarah@srmphotography.com or 
238-0663 before Sunday April 19.  Remember 
Mother's day is not far off...a great gift for moms and 

grandmoms!  A portion of the proceeds will go to 
benefit VCS's annual fund. 
 

Please look for picture day packages within the first 
few days back from April break. Anyone that missed 
picture day will be notified of the make-up time.  

Retakes are currently scheduled for Tuesday May 5. 
 
Again, thanks so much for the opportunity to photograph your children! 

 

 

 



Summer Volunteer Opportunities! 
Submitted by Sarah Soule 
  

The United Way has contacted us about the ample 
summer volunteer opportunities for middle and high 
school aged students.   I encourage our students to 
consider the many options available to them through the 

United Way's Volunteer Center. Check out: 
http://www.unitedwaycc.org/index.php?page=69  
There are many different options: consider spending 

time this summer at a local youth center, working with 
the elderly, working in a garden, or utilizing your artistic 
and photography skills...the opportunities are plentiful!   

FREE Red Sox / Yankees Raffle Tickets 
Submitted by Wendy McArdle 
Buy or sell 5 raffle tickets, and we'll give you one 

FREE!  VCS is selling $10 raffle tickets for a 
chance to see the Boston Red Sox take on the 
New York Yankees at Fenway Park on Sunday, 

August 23rd. Our goal is to sell 500 raffle tickets 
before the drawing on June 12th. If every 
student/family/faculty member sells just 5 
tickets, we'll reach our goal. 

 
This year, we're offering some new incentives to 
encourage more people to buy -- and sell --  

tickets. 
 
Buy a sheet of 5 raffle tickets and the purchaser gets one ticket FREE! 

Sell 5 individual raffle tickets and the seller gets one ticket FREE! 
Sell the most raffle tickets and win a Vermont Commons Flashbag!!! 
 
Nearly everyone in Vermont is either a Yankees or Red Sox fan, so please ask your 

friends, relatives, neighbors, and work colleagues to buy a raffle ticket. Don't miss 
getting in on this chance to see the ULTIMATE sports rivalry. Thank you!  All 
proceeds benefit VCS. 

 
PRINT or PURCHASE raffle tickets at www.vermontcommons.org/raffle. 
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