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Turtle Tracks
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

APR 2-17

Awesome April
Auction

APR 13

Evening of Student
Readings, 6:00 pm

APR 23

Last day of classes for
seniors with approved
projects

APR 26-30
Spring Break

MAY 14

GrandparentOs Day
8:30-noon

Congratulations Cast, Crew, Parents and all

Involved in Thoroughly Modern Mille!
Submitted by Ben Patrick

Our school musical production this spring was a phenomenal success with two sold
out performances at the Black Box Theater at Main Street Landing. | would like to
thank all involved for their dedication, and their time lent to transportation,
organization and help in setting the stage for the production of this play. | would
especially like to thank Michelle Alonzo and Don Wright of the Very Merry Theater
Company and their incredible ability to inspire passion in our young actors.

Thank you again to all those that participated in making this play a great success!

Actors:

Baxter Barber, Katiya Boudette, Travis Conno lly, Eliot Crawford, Sophie Daigle, Seth
Evans-Diffenderfer, Ali Hanson, Nora Hill, Kiki Hollender, Miles Lamberson, Mitchell
Leffler, Dyson Lord, Patrick Magowan, Justine Magowan, Gabriel Mantegna, Tamara
Melkumov, Sarah Mueller, Catie Mueller, Genni Patane, Allie Reed, Willie Strausser
Stage Crew:

Elena Mudd, Carl Bowman, Joey Wiles,
Rowland

Director: Michelle Alonzo
Choreographer: Trish Denton
Producer: Don Wright

Music: Ashley OOBrien, Bob Hill, Natalie Hill

Parents: Debra Lord, Laury Hill, Claudia Barber, and all those who lent props,
costumes and provided transportation.

Graphic Design: Will Homer and Debra Lord

Vivien Enriquez, Mikhal Yudien, Mark




AR S VCS Engineers Compete at UVM

Peter Gilmore Submitted by Jessica Redmond

This past Thursday, students from Jessica
Redmond's Math 1 and Math 2 classes
participated in UVM's engineering contests
held at the Vermont Air National Guard. As in
previous years, the MAth 1 class designed and
built cars that had to made from edible
materials (paste doesn't count!) and had to
have wheels and axles (rolling an orange
doesn't count). VCS sent two teams with
edible cars: Adrian Kelly, Nora Hill, and

FACULTY & STAFF
Greg Askew

Chance Cardamone-
Knewstub

Mark Cline Lucey

Jennifer Cohen

Adriana Comtois ] : Tanner Francis had a car that had a melted
_ caramel-pretzel reinforced body; Dyson Lord, Chloe Hotaling, Mikhal Yudien, and

Conor Driscoll Shea Monsey built a car with Twizzler axles that spun jawbreaker wheels.

Peter Goff

Similar to previous years, VCS performed well. The "Twizzler" car was one of the
handful of entrants that both rolled a good distance without veering off course

Kathy Hockman . . .
and breaking. However, it was Adrian, Nora,

Zhenyan Li and Tanner's car that took first place in
design. Not only did this car also have a
Hans Manske successful run, but also its axle and wheel

system was a very good representation of a
real system and it was constructed in a

creative way. The wheels themselves were
created by melting jolly ranchers in a cup to

Ben Patrick

Jessica Redmond

oraaniRamm form the wheel. A bunch of spaghetti, about

3/4 cm in diameter, was placed in the hot
Cara Simone jolly rancher mixture and allowed to cool. The

axle was effectively adhered to the wheel.
Jasmine Walker The axle was then inserted through several

pieces of ziti, which were adhered to the caramel body. Then another jolly rancher
Ben Wang wheel was added to the other side.
Assistant Head of If you'd like to see this design, it and all of the other contest winners, will be
School: Hans Manske displayed at ECHO for "Earth Weeks'/MudFest" on Sat 24 April - Sun 2 May.

Dean of Faculty:
Cara Simone

Jessica's Math 2 also participated in the "Passive
Helicopter" contest. In this endeavor, students
had to create a device that had a spinning rotor
system (five complete rotations were required)
that allowed the body, which had a quarter as
payload, to float as slowly to the ground
possible. The helicopters were dropped from a
cherry picker about 50 feet high. All four

VCS teams had very different and

= 3 ‘ creative helicopters that floated well with
Director of Development: ' S beautiful rotations. However, the competition
LD (R from the other 30+ teams was fierce. VCS's best helicopter floated for over 8

seconds. Even though this helicopter's time was slower than last year's winner, it

Director of Academic
Enrichment Center:
JoAnna Easton

Director of Admissions &
College Counseling:
Sarah Soule

Business Office:

Emily Tupper was still not slow enough for its builders, Aidan, Seth and Baxter, to stand on the
proverbial podium. (It got a lot of attention though, as you can well imagine!) I'm

Registrar: confident that the lessons they learned will benefit next year's group who

Allison Fayle participates.

Marketing: Congratulations to all for their excellent effo rts! Go FLYING Turtles! (Pun intended!)

Wendy McArdle

Turtle Tracks Editors:
Hannah Stanyon and
Allison Fayle
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Model UN Team Travels to Dartmouth

Submitted by Catherine Welch and Mark Cline Lucey

The VCS Model UN delegation travelled to Dartmouth College this past weekend!

14 VCS students just returned from spending 13 ! hours in Committee Sessions
where they argued, debated, and wrote resolutions to some of the major issues
currently facing our global community. L ook for pictures and a summary of this
experience in next weekOs Turtle Tracks.

Trips Abroad Fundraising Update

Submitted by Sarah McGarghan

The past two weekends have been very busy for the Trips Abroad travelers as we
had several fundraising initiatives from Shelburne to Burlington! Last Friday night
was a beautiful evening for a play and we successfully sold a lot of baked

goods. Saturday led us down to the Shelburne Farmers Market where Josh
Decatur used his incredible power of persuasion to sell lots of coffee, then

back up to Burlington to sell more good ies at the play! This past Saturday, the
travelers were at the Shelburne Supermarket from 11-4 selling more coffee

and baked goods. Please start saving your returnables, as later in the spring there
will be a big bottle drive to finish off our fundraising season.

A special thanks goes out to:

Milo Self, Christian Frey, Julian Lenz, Callie McGarghan, Vivien Enriquez, Josh
Decatur, Matt Holland, Tina Mueller, and all the families who helped baked delicious
treats.

April Fools Day Crime at VCS

Submitted by Building Security
WANTED: Information leading to the capture of a gang of hoodlums
REWARD: 2.5 poptarts (boysenberry and marmalade variety)



THE CRIME: Sometime during the night of March 31, a gang of evil neer-do-wells
broke into the building and wrecked terrible mischief on our venerable Assistant
Head, Hans "TruffulaLover" Manske. Circ umnavigating the convoluted security
protocols protecting our Biological and Chemical laboratories, this group of master
criminals absconded with exactly 300 pieces of assorted glassware. Flasks,

graduated cylinders, beakers, distilling flas ks, and test tubes were appropriated for
what will live in infamy as a malicious bit of instillation art that well and truly

sundered our community's sense of safety and well being. Clearly, a criminal
mastermind was behind the deed, as severa | dozen different concoctions were mixed

up and placed all over poor Hans' office. Who knows what fell chemicals were
involved? A mixture of Senior slipperiness, Junior jive, and the algal scraping from

an eco-machine perhaps? Maybe a tincture of tenth-grader night-sweat and a drop

of muculent salamander slime? Whatever the foul mixtures, it made for a beautiful
sight as poor Hans opened his door Thursday morning. These pictures clearly

indicate the deep artistry and probable hamster influence in the endeavor. The fact
that six members of the volleyball team were in the building at the time, waiting to

play in their Wednesday night corporate league, and didn't hear a thing is a measure
of the ninja-like abilities of the villains. As the innocent members of our beloved

Flying Turtles Volleyball team were diligently studying, selflessly cleaning the

kitchen, and knitting pop-tart cozies for Kiki, they were in imminent danger of
stumbling across the criminals in action. Who knows how the gang would have
responded had they been discovered??? We ca n only shudder at the thought of that
fate narrowly avoided! While all is well now...who knows what lies in store for our
community next....?

Independent Schools Association of Northern
New England Accepts VCS as Member School

Submitted by Peter Gilmore

| am pleased and proud to announce that on April 8th the ISANNE Heads of Schools
group voted at their semi-annual meeting to accept our application for membership.
This is a great step forward for VCS in the independent school world and the result
of a huge amount of work this year by faculty, staff, and Board members. Our
application included our new Employees Handbook, the new Course Guide, and our
Reviewed Financial Statements - all of which served to prove that we were a viable
school for admission to this longstanding and august body. Membership allows us to
attend yearly conferences of professionals such as the Admissions Officers Group,
the Business Managers Group, and the Heads of Schools Group among others.
Providing professional development, list serves, publications, and idea sharing
amongst colleagues in schools just like ours is also available to us now.




VCS Iron Chef Update

Submitted by Mark Cline Lucey
Bravo to Chiara and Mia who represented th

e VCS Fried Turtles at the Jr. Iron Chef

competition. They cheffed up a delicious Vermont Winter Salad which included no
less than 13 different local Vermont ingredients!

Class of 2010 College Acceptances

Submitted by Sarah Soule

On behalf of the faculty, | am pleased to congratulate the Vermont Commons School
Class of 2010 on their acceptances to colleges and universities across the country.

We are extremely proud of the wide variety

of institutions to which our seniors have

been admitted. The class has until May 1, 2010 to make their final decisions as to
where they will attend. Of special note, in addition to the acceptances, this talented
group has received over $838,000 in merit-based awards in recognition of their
achievements, and academic work at Vermont Commons School.

Arizona State University, AZ
Bard College, NY

Bates College, ME

Bishops University, PQ
Boston University, MA
Bowdoin College, ME
Castleton State College, VT
Cedar Crest College, NJ
Champlain College, VT
College of Wooster, OH
Colorado State University, CO
Cornell College, IA

Davis and Elkins College, WA
Drew University, NJ

Eckerd College, FL

Florida Institute of Technology, FL

Green Mountain College, VT
Hampshire College, MA
Ithaca College, NY

Johnson State College, VT
Lasell College, MA
Lawrence University, WI
Lewis and Clark College, OR
Maine College of Art, ME

Maryland Institute College of Art, MD

Massachusetts College of Art and Design, MA
McDaniel College, MD

Moravian College, PA

Mount Holyoke College, MA

New York University, NY

Norwich University, VT

Ohio University, OH

Parsons, The New School for Design, NY
Paul Smith College, NY

Pitzer College, CA

Rochester Institute of Technology, NY
Rose Hulman Institute of Technology, IN
Savannah College of Art and Design,GA
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, MA
School of Visual Arts, NY

St. Mary's College of California, CA

St. Michael's College, VT

University of Arizona, AZ

University of Colorado, CO

University of Massachusetts, MA
University of Oregon, OR

University of Rhode Island, RI

University of Scranton, PA

University of St. Andrews, Scotland
University of Tampa, FL

University of Vermont, VT

Ursinus College, PA




VCS Auction Update

Submitted by Wendy McArdle

Thanks to all of you wonderful people who have registered and bid on items on the
VCS Awesome April Auction! WeOre already more than half way toward reaching our
goal of raising $10,000 for VCS B and thereOs still one week to go!

Please, please help support the VCS auction by doing the following 3 things:

1 Register to Bid. Just go to www.biddingforgood.com/vcsauction and click on the
link below our banner.

2. Bid Generously. Especially on the few items that have not yet received bids. We

want our donors to know how much we appreciate their generosity.

3. Refer Friends. This will GREATLY incr ease our chances of reaching our goal.

Use the Refer Friends link on the auction ho me page to refer 10 or more friends, and
youOll be eligible to receive a free gift: a green VCS baseball cap or a reusable VCS
grocery bag. Limit one gift per person, available after May 1 at VCS.

NOTE: New items are still welcomed and appreciated. Just click the Donate an Item
button on the left side of our auction page or contact Ginny at

ginny@virginiarowland.com . WeOlIl send an email soon to let you know what items
have been added.

Final Localvore Dinner Leaves Lasting

Impressions
Submitted by Wendy McArdle

The final event in the VCS Localvore Dinner
Series was held on Tuesday, April 6 at the
Inn at Lareau Farm in Waitsfield. Guests
were treated to a delicious meal prepared
by Chef Lisabeth that featured seasonal
foods almost entirely from the Mad River
Valley. Guest speaker George Schenk
shared his passion for food and
sustainability with the audience by talking
about the five roles or OfacesO of food: to
relieve hunger, to satisfy our cravings for
flavor, to provide energy and nutrition, as a
way of nurturing others, and, finally, as a
means to heal ourselves. He discussed how challenging it is to run a truly

sustainable business and emphasized his commitment to helping youth understand

the importance of making healthy food choices.

Between courses, Ben Patrick made a presentation about his fall Backyard Beetniks
Research and Service class. The classOs experience harvesting vegetables and doing
farm work at the UVM Horticultural Center provided the inspiration for an abundance

of poetry and art B the block prints that ended up serving as the logo for the Dinner
Series. Eric Fournier and Sandra Ackert-Smith read a selection of
poetry about The Three Sisters (corn, beans and squash), beets,

and a surprisingly spicy pepper. Eric also brought his guitar and
harmonica and performed a beautiful rendition of Leonard

CohenOs song, OHallelujah.O

Special thanks to everyone who attended at least one of the
Localvore Dinner Series events this spring. It was a fabulous
community-building endeavor that has forged many new
connections for VCS and helped further the mission of our
school.




EXTRA SPECIAL THANKS to Claudia Barber for putting the
Localvore Dinner Series together. It never would have
happened without her incredible vision, persistence and
attention to detail. Just another example of how ideas can
become a reality at VCS!

Thank you Claudia for all your hard work and passion for this
project, for our mission, and for our school.
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