\ March 27, 2009

Turtle Tracks

A WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER FOR THE VERMONT COMMONS SCHOOL COMMUNITY

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

APRIL 4

PACS Parent Work
Day 9-3

APRIL 4

Tune in to “Late Night
Saturday” on WCAX
Channel 3 @ 11:30
pm to see Sarah
Soule and VCS
students

APRIL 5

Admissions Open
House 1-3 PM, VCS

APRIL 7
Picture Day

APRIL 14

2" Evening of
Student Readings

APRIL 20 - 24
Spring Break
NO CLASSES

MAY 18- 22

Spring Encounter
Week

MAY 25

Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL

Spanish 3A Students Visit Orozco Mural in NH

Submitted by Leonora Dodge

Wz, On March 25th, the Spanish 3A class traveled to
A Hanover, New Hampshire to tour one of
Dartmouth's treasures: the Jose Clemente Orozco
mural entitled "The Epic of American Civilization."
As the brochure reads, "Orozco conceived of the
mural (...) as a representation of a continent
characterized by the duality of indigenous and
European historical experiences."

Our docent, Mary Ann Cadwallader, provided a
wonderful interactive educational experience,
eliciting both immediate emotional responses to
the colors and images, as well as more
thoughtful analysis drawing on our
understanding of Orozco's political ideology, his
cultural background, and the historical moment
in which he was working. The students have
been studying the Mexican muralist movement
of the 1920s and 1930s, and it was a great
privilege to be able to experience one of the
period's masterpieces. Seeing the mural helped
our class to understand the importance of pre-
Colombian myths and legends for modern
Mexico, as well as the impact of the Mexican
Revolution. We will continue to discuss and
critique Orozco's depiction of the indigenous peoples of our continent, expanding our
vocabulary connected to the arts, ancient civilizations, archaeology, and
anthropology.

From Left: Tyler Murphy, Phineas
Schlossberg, Chad Edwards-Kuhn,
Tim Sears, Lex Jackson, Sarah
Mueller, and Mary Ann Cadwallader

Marvelous Mac & Cheese on Monday

Submitted by Emily Tupper

Marvelous Mac & Cheese will be available on Monday, March 30!
For $5.00, Josh Decatur will provide lunch so you don’t have to!
For a little more, you can also enjoy a sweet treat. Proceeds will
benefit Josh’s attendance at the Governor’s Summer Institute.
Talk to Josh to get your lunch!
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National Search for Permanent Head of School
Submitted by Peter Goff

As announced at the “State of the School” evening,
the VCS Board of Directors committed itself to a
national search for our permanent Head; and we are
happy to report the search process has begun. VCS
has never conducted a search for a Head, and it's a
process that we're very excited about.

In the meantime, we thank Hans for agreeing to
step in and become our acting Head in the interim.
Special note: The Board committed itself to a
permanent Head search prior to Hans stepping up...this search has nothing to do
with the fantastic job that Hans is doing as acting Head. THANK YOU HANS!

As part of the process, the Board appointed a Head Search Selection Committee as
well as a Head Search Advisory Committee, made up of key stakeholders within the
VCS community. VCS has also contracted a consultant to help us through this
process. Clay Stites, a well-known Recruiting Specialist for independent schools
nationwide, brings his many years of experience in assisting independent schools
move from a ‘founder’ model to an ‘institutional’ model. Clay came to VCS last week
to spend some time familiarizing himself with the school and Mission. He also spent
time talking with faculty, students and parents.

In the weeks to come Clay will present the Search Committee with a selection of
prospective candidates and assist in the vetting process of the initial candidates for
the Headship. The Selection Committee will then invite a few (probably three or
four) candidates to VCS for an interview-day. During that visit, the Advisory
Committee will meet with the candidates to evaluate them based on a set of hiring
criteria provided by the Selection Committee. A final recommendation will be
presented to the full Board of Trustees within the next 2-3 months.

Outside consultant: Clay Stites

Board of Trustees - Selection Committee:
Ken Edwards (Chair)
Mary Hamilton-Homer
Lisa Fargo
Peter Goff
Jennifer Cohen (faculty appointment, not a member of Board of Trustees)

VCS Community - Advisory Committee:
Parents:

Rebecca Lindy Coll (Chair)

Randy Rowland

Sofie Van Olmen
Alum:

Kelsey Raap ('02)

Matt Brown ('05)

Kelsey Boudette ('08)
Students:

Sophie Daigle ('10)

Eric Fournier ("10)

Jodie McMahon ('13)
Faculty:

Cara Simone-Bader

Jordan Romm

Sarah Bertucci &/or Jason Cushner
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R&S Class Participates in Trash on the Lawn Day

Submitted by Adriana Comtois

Trash on the Lawn Day (TOLD) is happening this Friday
(today!) from 8:30 am to 11:30 am in the parking lot. In a
TOLD, you basically dump one school day’s worth of trash
and sort it out to see how much and what kind of items we
are throwing away. We will collect all this data and then we
will use it to take steps to reduce our consumption and
waste such as printing (especially since the school uses
22,500 sheets of paper a month) on both sides or starting
a compost bin. We are doing this with the help of the
Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD), which is lending
us most of the equipment. We, the Greening VCS R&S
group, are doing this with some other volunteers. We hope
that everybody has a chance to visit us today and learn
about our efforts to make our school greener.

More College Acceptances!
Submitted by Sarah Soule

Additional acceptances:

Please join the faculty and me in congratulating the . .

Class of 2009 as they continue to hear the good news APPLAUSE
i |

of their college acceptances! PLEASE

St. Michael's College, VT -- (Honors Program)
University of Vermont

James Madison University, VA
Vermont Technical College
Gettysburg College, PA

St. Lawrence University, NY
University of Alabama, AL
Queens University, Canada
Lawrence University, WI
Champlain College, VT
Kenyon College, OH

Lafayette College, PA
Wheaton College, MA

We will continue to update acceptances in future editions of Turtle Tracks.

Juniors are reminded that the deadline for registration for the May 2, 2009 for the
SAT is fast approaching. To register go to www.collegeboard.com Our school code is
460-417.

Note From Head of School on Silent Auction
Submitted by Hans Manske

I would like to thank all of you who participated in our silent
auction this past weekend. Thanks to the generosity of this
community, 73 items were donated and up for bid. You all
responded in a huge way, to the tune of over $6300. Based on
what I've heard, there were some crazy bidding wars in the
final hours of the auction, and hopefully by now the
disappointment of being outbid for that cooking class has worn
off. Thank you all for participating.




In that regard, I would like acknowledge the efforts of Sarah McGarghan,

Claudia Barber, and Michelle Jordan who were responsible for organizing, designing,
and operating this extremely successful fundraising effort. Also, thank you for
giving the auction an online presence and ushering us into the 21st century. In
addition, thanks go out to Katherine Arthaud, who was responsible for creating all
the artwork that accompanied the auction items at the FlynnSpace. I know each of
you spent a great deal of time over the last several months and I want to personally
thank you, from each of us on the faculty and staff, for your continued support of
Vermont Commons.

The level of community involvement with this silent auction from the organizers,
artists, bidders and the ones who donated their goods and services for the auction
was phenomenal. Thanks to all the parents, friends, faculty and staff who made this
event a huge success.

Tom Juvan Returning to Vermont
Submitted by Sarah Soule

Tom Juvan, former Language Arts teacher at VCS, is hoping
to spend some time in the Burlington area this summer. He's
looking for a place for him and his family (Lee, Emma (8), and
Eli (5)) to rent, sublet or sit anytime during the month of July
or first week of August. Pet sitting is not an option, however,
due to animal allergies. If you're looking for a reliable family
to fill empty space this summer, or have a lead on an
available place, please contact Tom at
tjuvan@westoverschool.org. Thanks!

Vermont Commons Flash Bags for Sale:
Submitted by Sarah Soule

With artwork created by our very own
students, Vermont Commons is pleased to
announce a very special fundraiser in support
of the Rome trip! Flashbags, a locally owned
company that enables people to "carry a
conversation" has created specially designed
VCS medium Flash Bags and mini wallets,
graced with our students’ artwork. Medium
bags (11x9) sell for $55, and Mini Wallets sell
for $20. Place orders by e-mail:
info@vermontcommons.org.

C@g TOOHIS SNOWWOD INOWYIA

PACS Parent Work Day Saturday April 4, 2009

Submitted by Tina Mueller

Please see our flier at the end of this issue of Turtle Tracks
(page 7) for more information!




Thank You VCS Community...

Submitted by Benjamin Patrick

...for making this year’s play such a huge success! Our
generous parents and friends provided transportation, food,
carpentry, sewing, and moral support to the production of the
play. I was truly impressed by how many parents and
students came together and by how quickly the stage was set
up and taken down. This is what our community is all about.
It was a wonderful play and I look forward to next year's
performance.

VCS Picture Day Tuesday April 7, 2009

Submitted by Sarah McGarghan

Sarah McGarghan of srmphotography is thrilled to announce
that, once again, she will be participating in VCS’s Picture Day
on Tuesday April 7. For the past three years Sarah has been
photographing the VCS community, outside in a natural
environment, solely for the yearbook. However, this year she
will be doing things a little differently. This year families will
be able to purchase the individual pictures that Sarah takes.
Plus, all students will be receiving a complimentary class
picture as well as the first ever VCS ID card! Both VCS and
srmphotography are very excited about the new format of Picture Day. As
srmphotography will be donating a portion of the proceeds back to VCS, it is a win-
win situation for everyone!

Below you will find a price sheet of the packages available. Please be advised that if
you are interested in purchasing a package, the completed form, along with a form
of payment MUST be returned on picture day April 7th.

Please anticipate delivery of your pictures within 2-3 weeks of Picture Day. Retakes
will be scheduled within 2 weeks of receiving your original package.

If you decide to purchase a package, we are confident that you will be thrilled with
your images. However, if for any reason you are dissatisfied, we will be happy to
offer a retake, or offer you a full refund. Refund requests_must be submitted within
10 days of receiving your images from the school.

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to Vermont Commons School.

Thank you, if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to give me a call or send
an e-mail!

www.srmphotography.com 802.425.4034 sarah@srmphotography.com




VCS Picture Day

Packages
Packages Qty. | Price | Total | Pkg.
(2) 8x10, (2) 5x7, (2) 3.5x5 (8) wallets $42 A Student Name:
(1) 8x10, (4) 5x7, (16) mini’s $40 B Advisor:
(4) 5x7, (4) 3.5x5, (16) mini's $39 C Grade:
Elg 8x10,( (2; 5x7, (2) 3.5x5 (4) wallets i37 D Parent’s Name:
4) 5x7, (16) mini's 33 E .
(1) 8x10, (2) 5x7, (4) wallets $30 F Address:___
(2) 5x7, (2) 3.5x5, (4) wallets $26 G City, State, Zip:
(1) 5x7, (12) wallets $26 H Phone:
(2) 5x7, (8) mini’s $21 I E-Mail:
(4) 3.5x5 $17 J | do not want any phato of my child uploaded to the password protected
Wal |l ets = 21/ 4 x 31/ 2 Mi ni ' S Surckes? 4 X 2Ll2 P P
Add on to any of the abomVve watk ; ; X7 ..add
offered again after re-takes ONLY if a package has been purchased. Please Remember: Payment is due on Picture day. Pictures will not
Add-ons Qty. | Price | Total | Pkg. be processed without an order form.
Copyright CD (You will
own the image) $25 K Each student will receive a complimentary 5x7 class picture
flashlight key chain $10 L
20 stickers $10 M If not completely satisfied, retakes will be available. Refund requests must be
maanet 4x5 $7 N submitted within 10 days of receiving your images from school. Retakes will be
9 offered at no charge only if there are technical issues. Otherwise a $5.00 retake feq
will apply.
(Questions? Please contact srmphotography at
www.sarah@srmphotography.com )
Payment
Credit Card: Cash, Amount Enclosed
Visa/MasterCard Only - - - Check Number (checks payable to srmphotography)
Exp. -

srmphotography www.srmphotography.com charlotte, VT 802.425.4034
A portion on the proceeds will be donated back to Vermont Commons



http://www.sarah@srmphotography.com/
http://www.srmphotography.com/

PACS sponsored VCS Workday
Saturday, April4 ™2 009 é

Working 9am -3pm

We need your help to make our second Vermont Commons work day more successful than our first!

Please join us as we work together to improve the appearance of our community:

Workday Lineup!
PACS is asking for the following items
to be loaned for WMe
Paintbrushes N
IR E
PACS proudly announces the VCS Workday Line Up:
Step Ladders D
There will be taping/masking on (We are looking for 2 ladders; o
Thursday night April 2™ & and Friday night April 3 ™. please email if you are willing to loan this item)
(see details below)
Buckets/pails
On Saturday, April 4™ there will be carpet cleaning, painting and wW
general cleaning duties mixed with a good dose of socializing with Paint rollers
other VCS community members. A
I d | h inti j i N
n order to comp ete t_ e3 pgm'gm_g projects Paint roller pans
we have proposedPACS is looking for individuals to volunteer to T
head up each of these 3 areas. é E
If you are up for the challenge, contact Tina Mueller /
(see contact info below) D
to discuss the painting projects more in depth. Drop cloths
PLEASE JOIN US,
Pai 0 f ki
THERE ARE JOBS OF ALL SIZES AND TYPES! alnteros tape or maski
Families willing to donate these items for use g
should label them with their name
Refreshments and place them in the Library ] N
. . no later than Thursday, April 2" .
PACS will provide coffee, tea, hot chocolate v P T
and water throughout the day. E
Thank you! D
0 - ., ‘1
Lunch will be provided between 121 pm.
***Seeking volunteers to mask***
If you are unabl e to join us on Saturday, but are still looking for some way to participate in the workday event,
we are looking for several volunteers to help mask on
Thursday and Friday afternoon/evening 4:00 pm 8 ? (but no later than 7:00 pm).
We would like to start m  asking off areas earlier so we are ready to start painting on Saturday morning.
If this sounds like it is up your alley, please email Tina Mueller and let her know you are interested.

Please review the information provided abog regarding our workday.
If you are planning to work with us, please RSVP to Tina Mueller
via email at sktrchry -pacs@yahoo.conor via phone at 8023092800
and leave a message including your name and how mawill be joining us.

PACSé. . working together to build a

stronger


mailto:sktrchry-pacs@yahoo.com

